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OUTLINE OF HISTORY.

GLOUCESTER LYCEUM.

A modest notice appeared in the Gloucester Tele-
graph of Jan. 30, 1830, for which the way had been pre-
pared by a communication over the signature of ‘A’ on
Jan. 23d, asking the citizens to meet at Athens Hall on
the evening of Feb. 2, ‘to hear some statements and a
proposition on the subject of Lyceums.’ ¢A very re-
spectable number of gentlemen assembled.’ Dr. Wil-
liam Ferson was chosen Moderator, and Benjamin K.
Hough, Jr., Secretary. °

It was unanimously resolved that it is expedient to
form in this town an Association to be denominated the
Gloucester Lyceum.” Thomas Stephenson, Rev. Hosea
Hildreth, Dr. William Ferson, Israel Trask, and Sam-
uel Kimball were chosen a Committee to prepare a con-
stitution. A committee of nine was appointed to ob-
tain subscribers to the resolutions.

At an adjournment on Feb. 15, the Constitution re-
ported by the committee was adopted, and signed by
about one hundred persons, and the following officers
were elected:

Hon. IsraxL TraAsk, President.

Rev. THoMAS JONES, Vice President.
Rev. HosEA HILDRETH, Cor. Secretary.
BensamiN K. HouaH, JR., Rec. Secretary.
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OUTLINE OF HISTORY.

GLOCCESTER LYCETM.

A modest notice appeared in the Gloucester Tele-
graph of Jan. 30, 1830, for which the way had been pre-
pared by a communication over the signature of “‘A° on
Jan. 23d, asking the citizens to meet at Athens Hall on
the evening of Feb. 2, ‘to hear some statements and a
proposition on the subject of Lyceums.” ‘A very re-
spectable number of gentlemen assembled.” Dr. Wil-
liam Ferson was chosen Moderator, and Benjamin K.
Hough, Jr., Secretary.

It was unanimously resolved that “it is expedient to
form in this town an Association to be denominated the
Gloucester Lyceum.” Thomas Stephenson, Rev. Hosea
Hildreth, Dr. William Ferson, Israel Trask, and Sam-
uel Kimball were chosen a Committee to prepare a con-
stitution. A committee of nine was appointed to ob-
tain subscribers to the resolutions.

At an adjournment on Feb. 15, the Constitution re-
ported by the committee was adopted, and signed by
about one hundred persons, and the following officers
were elected :

Hon. IspAEL TRrASK, President.

Rev. TaoMAs JONES, Vice President.
Rev. Hosea HiLpreTH, Cor. Secretary.
Bensamin K. HouaH, JR., Rec. Secretary.



4 OUTLINE OF HISTORY.

Dr. WiLriaM Ferson, Treasurer.
Dr. EBeNEzZER DALE, Assistant.

Joun W. Lower, “
WiLLiAM PEARCE, JR., ¢
SAMUEL KIMBALL, “

Dr. IIENRY PRENTISS, ¢

Among these honored names there is not one survi-
vor. On the evening of Feb. 19, the Seeretary report-
cd the aceeptance of the officers elected, and the Insti-
tution was declared regularly organized. A committee
of four was chosen to represent this Liyceum at Ipswich
on the 17th March to consider the expediency of form-
ing a County Lyceum. A committee of five was ap-
pointed to report By-Laws in one week from that time.
A code was duly reported, and, with some amendments,
adopted.

On the 22d, the Government met at the house of the
President, and adopted By-Laws for the Board. It
was decided that the Introductory Lecture should be
delivered at Union IIall on Wednesday evening, March
10.  Subsequently, a Lecture Committee reported that
Rev. ITosea IIildreth had consented to deliver the In-
troductory. The Cor. Sccrctary was directed to invite
Rev. Thomas Jones, Drs. Ebenezer Dale, William Fer-
son, and Henry Prentiss to prepare lectures for delivery
before the Society. 1Ic was afterward authorized to in-
vite such lecturers from other places as he should sce
fit. And the names of more of our own citizens in pro-
fessional and other walks of life were added to the ar-
ray of home talent.

About three hundred persons assembled at the place
and time appointed, and ¢listened with delight’ to an
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Address by Rev. Hosea Hildreth, ¢ explanatory of the
objects, views, resources, and general character of the
Institution.” The Directors at their next mecting voted
to solicit a copy for publication, but their request was
modestly declined. "

In his notice of this lecture, the editor of the Zele-
graph ventured to suggest to the ladies, remarking in
parenthesis that ¢great delicacy should be observed in
matters of this kind, the propriety of sitting with their
heads uncovered.” Expressing his pleasure that many
of them had done so, and prudently stating that he had
‘no objections to huge bonnets or capacious sleeves,” he
thought ¢ that were the ladies to dispensc with the for-
mer on such occasions, it would much improve the gen-
eral appearance of an audience, and could not but ma-
terially contribute to their own comfort and conven-
ience. .

On Wednesday evening, March 24, Dr. William Fer-
son lectured on Political and Domestic Economy to an
audicnce of about four hundred, who ‘listened with
much interest” On this occasion ‘a communication
written in a spirited style, by a female member, was
read by the Secretary, and received the applause of the
whole mecting.” Commending this production, the vil-
lage editor remarked that the assistance of ladies in dec-
lamation was much to be desired. But since the Scrip-
tures forbade them to speak in assemblages of men, he
reminded them that a box had been provided for their
written communications, and it was hoped ¢ that many
of our talented females’ would contribute to the enter-
tainment of the Society. The suggestion was complied
with for a time, much to the interest of the meetings.
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During the first Course, a liberal expenditure was
made for chemical and philosophical apparatus. This
was frequently used in illustrating scientific lectures.
But with the changing popular taste, it too soon fell in-
to disuse, and finally was sold for a trifle.

Soon after the organization it was decided to intro-
duce Debates alternately with Lectures. For this pur-
pose the Directors recommended a classification of
members into alphabetical divisions of twenty-four.
Regulations for conducting these exercises were adopt-
ed, among them one forbidding expressions of applause
or disapproval, and the introduction of political and sec-
tarian topics was sternly interdicted. The first debate
was held on March 31, 1830, and on this somewhat dif-
ficult subject: ¢“Does the mechanic, the mariner, the
merchant, or the farmer, enjoy the greatest amount of
happiness.” It was concluded April 14, but with what
result history is silent. There were occasional resusci-
tations for a short time, after long intervals; bul, at last,
the debates fell into entire disuse.

The first five courses dated from spring to spring,
with a suspension of exercises in the summer months.
With the sixth, a change was made to autumn, having
a termination in the spring. In 1837, a project to change
the meetings from Union Hall to the vestry of the Uni-
tarian Church created a lively discussion. At last, it
was resolved that the ladies, who had never been recog-
nized as voting “members” under a constitution that was
silent in regard to sex, be requested to vote. They
voted. The scheme was rejected. Union Hall contin-
ued to be the Lyceum home until 1844, when it was re-
gretfully left. Its remodeling compelled the use of the
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Murray Institute for one season prior to the occupancy
of what was then styled ¢ our commodious Town Hall.
Gradually these accommodations were outgrown, and
recourse was had to the several churches for a few
years, until the readiness of the next new Town Ilall in
1867. Here the 37th and 38th annual courses were
held. Since the destruction of this Town Hall by fire
in 1869, they have not been resumed.

Besides a goodly number of our own citizens, many
of the best known authors, statesmen, and orators have
appeared before the Lyceum; for example: the two
Everetts, Choate, Sumner, Rantoul, Winthrop, Colfax,
Greely, Emerson, Parker, Curtis, Phillips, Bayard Tay-
lor, Dr. Holland, Chapin, Starr King, Hillard, Thoreau,
Beecher, Giles, Gough, Dr. Hayes, the Arctic Explor-
er, Burlingame, Holmes, Alger, Whipple, Murdoch,
Vandenhoff, Bancroft, Dana.

‘With a laudable pride, the founders of the Lyceum de-
termined that their youthful institution should become
a corporate body. The initiatory forms were duly
complied with, and at a meeting held in Union Hall,
March 10, 1831, the members organized a body politic
under the general law of the time for the incorporation
of town and county Lyceums.

Few institutions weather the changes of forty ycars.
Since this Lyceum was founded many have come up and
gone down. It is pleasant to record here that Mr.
Sawyer is earnest in his desire and advice that the old
Gloucester Lyceum shall retain its original name, and
keep in view the objects of its early organization.
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TaE LIBRARY.

The declaration on which the Lyceum was established,
viz: “the improvement of its members in useful knowl-
edge, and the advancement of popular education,” was
considered broad enough to include all instrumentali-
ties for mental culture. Only a few weeks had elapsed
when a gift of Rollin’s Ancient History was received,
for which the Directors made due acknowledgments at
a special meeting. One or more volumes relating to
the Codman estate were afterward presented. These
seed-corns of the Library were long germinating, but
they at last yielded abundantly.

On the 18th of Feb. 1850, SAMUEL E. SAWYER of
Boston, a native, and now a resident of this town, of-
fered the Lyceum $100 toward a library, provided the
citizens would increase the sum to $1000. The Direc-
tors brought the subject up at a regular meeting soon
after. A vote of thanks was passed, and a committee
appointed to solicit subscriptions, George H. Rogers
offering $100 if the remainder should be raised within
a week. And here the matter seems to have rested un-
til, under date of Oct. 31,1851, another communication
came from Mr. Sawyer offering $250 on the same con-
dition as before. This, too, was laid before the Lyceum,
eliciting another vote of thanks and the appointment of
another committee.

At last, in 1854, the vision of a library was to be a
vision no longer. A numerously signed call for a pub-
lic meeting on Feb. 6 met with a good response. . A
committee was chosen to raise money among the citi-
zens, who became warmly interested. About two thou-
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sand dollars were obtained. The expenditure was made
by a committee chosen, in part by the subscribers and
in part by the Directors, and from the 14th of the ensuing
August the Lyceum opened its library on Wednesday
and Saturday afternoons and cvenings with 1400 vol-
umes ready for use. It was located in the eastern par-
lor of the residence of F. G. Low, on the spot now oc-
cupied by Low’s block, corner of Spring and Duncan
streets. The fee was one dollar a year. But practi-
cally none were excluded, as the Directors were author-
ized to grant the use of the library to any person un-
able to pay for it. Secveral hundred volumes were soon
added. The books were read and enjoyed, and the li-
brary became an intellectual necessity and a blessing.
In time there came, as there always will, the demand
for more books. Stimulated by the offer of $250 to-
wards a fund of $1000 for this purpose from him who
remained true to his carly interests in the library, a fair
was projected for the 10th of April, 1856, and carried to
a successful issue.

In 1863, the management resolved to remove the library
to 135 Front strcet, and open its doors every week-day
afternoon and evening as an experiment to revive the
waning interest. The change resulted in a very large
accession of subscribers. But the fire, which swept
Front street on the 18th of Feb., 1864, destroyed all
but about 300 of the 3000 volumes, and the records of
the Lyceum as well except the first volume.

Amid what secemed to be the town in ruins, the Di-
rectors met, Feb. 20, to devise means to repair the dis-
aster. The insurance of $1500 was received. Con-
stant in his devotion to the library, Mr. Sawyer added
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to this sum a timely gift of $500, and on the 7th of
May the library was reopened in the vestry of the Bap-
tist Church on Middle street. Here it remained until
the re-building of Babson’s Block, when it returned to
its old quarters on Front street.

As time progressed and the new books lost their
freshness, subscriptions dwindled, and the income fell
off. Another project for replenishing the treasury was
started. An advertisement of the plan said, “The
ladies are thoroughly aroused,” as indeed they were.
A May breakfast was held in the Town Hall on May-
day 1866, a fine fair was organized, and there were
dramatic entertainments, and a concert with tableaux °
and readings, Miss Loring and Miss Ellery having of-
fered gratuitous services. The pleasing result was an
accession of some $1200 to the treasury.

In 1869, an offer from some young ladies to exercise
their histrionic gifts for the henefit of the waning funds
was gladly accepted. From two delightful entertain-
ments on the evenings of March 8 and 9 the library re-
ceived about one hundred and fifty dollars.

As the surplus revenue from lectures, that had been
devoted to the increase of the library, fell off, assuming
finally the form of a deficit, the Managers gave earnest
care to their charge, increasing and diminishing the fee,
expanding, retrenching, as circumstances seemed to re-
quire, never praised overmuch and sometimes criticised
with gentle severity. But they held to the idea of a
permanent library with a faith that was at last rewarded.
At the annual meeting in April, 1871, a gift was an-
nounced from Mr. Sawyer of $10,000, with interest ac-
cruing from the commencement of the year. The Ly-
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ceum was glad to attest its sense of his thoughtful
generosity by giving his name to the library, which was
done with his reluctant consent. And as a grand re-
sult of his munificence came the coveted opportunity to
make its library free. This was speedily done on the
broadest possible basis, and with a freedom from re-
strictions not surpassed by any, and beyond many a
public library in this Commonwealth.

The town soon offered a furnished room in its Town
House, then approaching completion. The needful
preparation for the change was progressing, when the
fire of May 28 compelled a hasty removal, with some
loss, and a long storage of the books, convenicnce for
this being afforded by the courtesy of Postmabter
Charles E. Grover.

All causes of tedious and trying delay removed at
last, the library was rc-opened Jan’y 24, 1872, with
gratifying results. In a few wceks, more room was
found to be indespensible for the public convenicnce,
and an enlargement was kmd]y and wisely made by
the Selectmen.

It is perhaps too carly to make history of the li-
brary’s success. Over 1300 cards have already been is-
sued. At the present ratio of circulation it will dis-
tribute this year 50,000 volumes, which can be had sim-
ply for the asking.

At the annual meeting of April, 1872, it was dcter-
mined to incorporate ancw under a recent law. And
now the Lyceum of 1830, with its library of 1854, has
become a corporation under the name of the Grou-
CESTER LYCEUM AND SAwWYER FREE LIBRARY, whose
purposes arc “for the establishment and maintenance of
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a library forever free to the inhabitants of the town,—
for the delivery of lectures,—for the collection and pres-
ervation of objects of natural history and works of art,—
and for the promotion of intellectual culture in general.”

Noble purposcs, worthy our best endeavors to per-
fect and to fulfill. And if some, more sanguine than
others, sce lifting away in the not far future, an Institu-
tion that shall be an honor to the town, and meet the
demands of the twentieth century for intellectual cul-
ture, they have, we confess, good grounds for their hope
and belief.

In the nearly four years that have passed since the
sketch of the Institution was written, the beneficent work
of the library has not been altogether placid and un-
broken. Twice closed for several weeks each, in 1872
and ’73, by the public alarm from a contagious disease,
its third interruption was of a more serious nature.

In the march of events the old town became a city.
Flushed with municipal honors, the young city coveted
for the deliberations of its government the rooms occu-
pied by the library. This perhaps pardonable pride re-
sulted in a request to leave. The volumes in the hands
of borrowers were immediately called in, the books
were regretfully packed, and early in May, 1874, were
taken to a place of storage. Shortly afterward, the
city voting “permission to use the furniture until other-
wise ordered,” this also was stored.

No suitable place offered for re-opening, until altera-
tions were begun in the ‘Bank of Cape Ann Building.
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In addition to a gift of $5,000 in 1873, an income of an
equal sum was now tendered by him whose name the li-
brary bears, in order to meet this new expenditure.
The rooms thus to be made available were therefore
immediately secured. After much weary waiting, on
July 19, 1875, the books became once more acces-
sible to borrowers. The rapid increase of the registry
to now nearly 3,000 and the increasing circulation, tes-
tify how welcome was the announcement that the library
was again ready with free and open doors.

More than most libraries it has been exposed to vicis-
situdes of fortune. If it shall be spared them in the fu-
ture, here it is likely to remain, pursuing the even
tenor of its way, and offering its hospitalities to citizen
and stranger alike, until it shall find a fitting perma-
nent home.

Arrir, 1876.

Feb. 1, 1884, Samuel E. Sawyer, Esq., purchased from
Mr. Wm. A. Pew, for $20.000, the spacious and beauti-
ful house on the corner of Middle street and Dale Ave-
nue, for a permanent home for the Sawyer Free Libra-
ry. The grounds of this noble mansion are extensive
and well laid out. The library now occupies the best
site in the city. Mr. Sawyer has fitted up this man-
sion with fine taste, and at great expense, for its new
purpose. The large rooms and stately halls arc car-
peted and elegantly furnished. The walls are adorned
with one hundred and fifty rare and valuable paintings
and pictures which Mr. Sawyer collected abroad and at
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home. The grounds have been improved in several

respects. The generous donor has done everything that

could be done to make the new and permanent home of
the library convenient and beautiful. During the last

days of June, the books and other property of the library

were removed from the old home in Main street, into

the new home. July 1, 1884, the library was dedicated

with appropriate services and ceremonies. A large

assembly of our best citizens were present, together

with several persons from abroad. Mr. Sawyer pre-

sented to the trustees the deed of the property, which

makes it a perpetual gift to the citizens of Gloucester,

and also an endowment note for $20.000. He said that

he hoped to increase the amount. After the services,

the assembly remained to examine the works of art, and

then dispersed, feeling grateful to him for the princely .
gift which he has made to his native place. The weath-

er being very fine, many persons walked through the

grounds, admiring their beauty. 8it Lbrarium per-

petuum, liberum, utile omnibus.

This ancient mansion was built in 1764, for Thomas
Saunders, a leading citizen and a merchant, who de-
sired it to be built stanch and strong. The builder
heeded the merchant’s word. With great care he
chose chestnut, elm and oak for his work. According
to the journal of parson Chandler, of the First Parish,
“it was raised” July 10, 1764. John Beach was the
next owner; Samuel Calder bought it from Beach;
Thomas W. Penhallow purchased it from Calder a year
later; Dr. William Ferson, who is still held in hon-
ored remembrance, became the next owner, in 1827;
Mrs. Davidson bought it in 1849, and afterwards she
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bequeathed it to her son, Dr. Herman E. Davidson;
Mr. William A. Pew bought it in 1878.

The building is now, (July, 1884,) 120 years old.
It has been altered and improved by several of its own-
ers. Capt. Beach made some important alterations.
Dr. Davidson’s improvements beautified the mansion in
several respects. But Mr. Pew improved it very much.
He erected a fine tower upon it, and built verandas
round the first story, and a porte cochere. He laid out
the grounds with considerable taste, and protected
them with walls of dressed granite, and iron gateways.
Mr. Sawyer’s improvements, made with fine taste and
much care, have embellished this valuable estate in
many respects, while he has added everything that com-
fort or convenience could demand. The estate is now
considered to be worth about $40.000.



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it known, that whereas HENRY A. PARMEN-
TER, ALEX. PATTILLO, GORHAM P, Low, SiMEoN
A. Bur~naM, JoserH O. PROCTER, JosEPH L. STE-
VENS, JR., and others, have associated themselves with
the intention of forming a corporation under the name
of the GLOUCESTER LYCEUM AND SAwWYER FRreE LiI-
BRARY, for the purpose of maintaining a free library,
lectures, collections in natural history and works of art,
and the promotion of intelloctual culture generally, and
have complied with the provisions of the statutes of
this Commonwealth in such cases made and provided,
as appears from the Certificate of the President, Treas-
urer, and Directors of said corporation, duly approved
by the Commissioner of corporations, and recorded in
this office.

Now, therefore, I, OLIVER WARNER, Secretary of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby certify,
that said Henry A. Parmenter, Alex. Pattillo, G. P.
Low, S. A. Burnham, J. O. Procter, J. L. Stevens, Jr.,
their associates and successors, are legally organized
and cstablished as, and are hereby made an existing
corporation under the name of the GLOUCESTER Ly-
CEUM AND SAWYER FREE LiBRrARY, with the powers,
rights and privileges, and subject to the limitations, du-
ties, and restrictions, which by law appertain thereto.

‘Witness my official signature hereunto subscribed,
and the seal of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
hercunto affixed this tenth day of June, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-
two. OLIVER WARNER,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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1. Any inhabitant of Gloucester over the age of
fourteen years, and other persons authorized by the Li-
brary Committee, who shall give a satisfactory reference
to some respectable citizen, may borrow books from the
Library for home use, on signing a promise to obey the
Rules.

2. No person shall have in home use more than one,
and no family more than three volumes at one time.
No book can be returned on the day it is issued.
Books shall not be lent or transferred by borrowers. No
book shall be reserved in the Library for any person
by pre-engagement.

3. Books may be retained fourteen days. They
may be renewed once, but not after that time has
expired. No renewed book shall be lent again to the
same person, or one of the same household, until one
week after its return.

4. A fine of two cents shall be imposed on each day
of the detention of any book over fourteen days.
Every book kept four weeks shall be sent for at the ex-
pense of the borrower. Every book retained six weeks
after its issue shall be regarded as lost.

5. All injuries to books, beyond a reasonable wear,
and all losses shall be made good to the satisfaction of
the Library Committee. If a volume, lost or injured,
forms part of a set, the whole set shall be replaced,
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and the person replacing it shall be entitled to the bro-
ken or damaged set.

6. All books shall be returned for examination when
required by the Library Committee, under penalty of a
fine of fifty cents. But at least fourteen days’ notice
shall be given.

7. No book shall be lent to any person who is ow-
ing for fines, injuries, or losses.

8. The Library Committee may withhold any books
from circulation. But they may be borrowed for home
use on the written permission of two Directors, except
when restricted by the conditions of a gift.

9. Every person authorized to take books from the
Library for home use shallbe furnished with a card,
containing name, residence, and registration, which
card must be presented on borrowing, returning, or re-
newing a book.

The proper holder shall be responsible for all books
delivered on this card. If lost, it will be replaced at
the cost of the loser, who must first give seven days’
notice at the Library. A failure to give prompt no-
tice of the change of residence will render the holder
liable to forfeiture of card. Holders must surrender
their cards on removal from town.

10. All persons of such orderly conduct as not to
interfere with the convenience of others may have the
use of the Reading Room during regular hours.

11. Every book issued for reading in this room
shall be rececipted for, and returned before the bor-
rower leaves the room. No reading matter assigned to
this room shall be taken for home use.
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12. All conduct and conversation inconsistent with
quiet and good order are prohibited.

13. The privileges of the Library and Reading
Room shall be denied to all persons who persistently
violate the Rules, or deface any book or other property
of the Library with writing, marks, or mutilation.

14. The Librarian, under direction of the Library
Committee, shall have charge of the Library prop-
erty, performing all the duties usually incumbent on
this office, and observing and exacting a strict compli-
ance with the Rules. ‘

I5. No one shall be permitted access to the shelves,
unless connected with the management of the Library.

16. A complete record of the doings of the Library
shall be kept for the inspection of the Directors, and a
full report of the same shall be made when required.

The following Law of this State will be enforced on
known offenders.

“Whoever willfully and maliciously writes upon, in-
jures, defaces, tears, or destroys any book, plate, pic-
ture, engraving, or statute, belonging to any law, town,
city, or public library, shall be punished by a fine of not
less than five dollars, nor more than one thousand dol-
lars, for every offence.”



OFFICERS.

Dyrectors:
JoHN JAMES BABSON, SIMEON A. BURNHAM,
EpwArD DOLLIVER, Joseril (FARLAND,
W. Frank PARsons, Joskrii O. PROCTER,
ALLAN RoGERS, SAMUEL A. STAcy,

JosEPH l.. STEVENS..

JouN Jamis BABsoN, President.
Epwarp Dorriver, Clerk of the Corporation and of
the Board.
ALEXANDER PArTILLO, Treasurer.
JoseErn L. STEVENS, Superintendent.
IIELEN STEVENS, Librarian.
Fanny K. Stacy, Assistant.

Trustees :

Joun James Basson, Clhairman,
BensaMIN II. Corpiss,

ALLAN ROGERS,

ITiram Ricn, Treasurer,

JoseErit O. PROCTER,

Josepni L. STEVENS, Secretary,
Epwarp II. ITASKELL.






22 DEED OF CONVEYANCE.

hrary; a corporation duly established by “the laws of
said Commonwealth and located at said Gloucester, for
the purposes and uses set forth in said act of incorpor-
ation.

I also give to my said trustees in trust, any endow-
ment fund or funds now held by or that may hereafter
be given to said corporation, for the purposes expressed
in 84id act of incorporation, which shall be transferred
to baid trustees, and survivors of them, or to those ap-
pointed, as herein provided, to be carefully and safely
invested, and the income only to be paid over to said
corporation as often as the same may be collected, to be
appropriated by the directors of said institution for the
purchasing of books, or other literature, to keep the
buildings and premises always in good repair and con-
dition and for the adornment and general support of the
Inétitution.

No part of the real estate nor the personal property
shall be alienated, but they shall be held sacredly in
trust and in perpetuity.

Touching the power of substitution and appointment
by the surviving trustees, to fill the vacancies occa-
sioned by dcath, resignation, or otherwise, it shall be
the duty of the survivors to keep the number of
trustees always promptly at seven, but the surviving
members for the time being shall execute and discharge
the duties until the vacancies are filled, and in order to
fill such vacancies, the appointment of some suitable
person or persons shall be made by vote of a majority
of the surviving trustees, and that in the new trustee or
trustees so appointed, shall be vested the same powers,
rights and interest in the trust property as is now pos-
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sessed by the present members of the board of trustees,
and subject to the same duties and liabilities.

‘Whenever an appointment is made to fill a vacancy
or vacancies, the surviving trustees, or amajority of them,
shall by a writing signed and sealed by them, be made in
duplicate, and one of said writings appointing such
trustee or trustees shall within five days after such ap-
pointment be filed by said trustees with the clerk of said
corporation and recorded.

To have and to hold the granted premises, together
with an endowment fund, with all the privileges and ap-
purtenances thereto belonging, to the said Babson, Hil-
dreth, Rogers, Rich, Procter, Stevens and Haskell, Trus-
tees, and their heirs and assigns, to their own use and
behoof forever, but in trust, nevertheless, for the follow-
ing purposes, namely :—

The object of the purchase and conveyance of the
property herein named to my said trustees and their
successors in the office is for the purpose of carry-
ing out a cherished plan long held in abeyance, of es-
tablishing a permanent home for the Institution known
as the Gloucester Lyceum and Sawyer Free Library,
which shall be devoted to the use of the citizens of
Gloucester especially, and to strangers so far as may be
considered advisable by a majority of the Board of
Directors, who shall have the power to make the By-
Laws and Rules for the government of the corporation.

The act of incorporation states briefly “That the ob-
ject of the Institution is for the purpose of maintaining
a Free Library, Lectures, Collections in Natural History,
Works of Art, and the promotion of intellectual cul-
ture generally, which I heartily endorse and approve.”

And I hereby for myself and my heirs, executors
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and administrators, covenant with the grantees and their
heirs and assigns that I am lawfully scized in fee simple
of the granted premises, that they are frce from all in-
cumbrances, that I have good right to sell and convey
the same as aforesaid; and that I will and my heirs, ex-
cutors and administrators shall warrant and defend the
same to the grantees and their heirs and assigns for-
ever against the lawful claims and demands of all
persons.

And for the consideration aforesaid I, Abby 1. Sawyer
wife of the said Samuel E. Sawyer, do hercby release
unto the grantees and their heirs and assigns all right
of to both dower and homestcad in the granted premises.

In witness whereof we the said Samuel E. Sawyer
and Abby I. Sawyer, wife of said Samuel E. Sawyer
hereunto set our hands and scals this twenty-sixth day
of April in the year of our Lord onc thousand eight
hundred and eighty-four.

“sOSAMUEL E. SAWYER.[L.s.]
©sWABBY 1. SAWYER. [r.s.]
Signed and sealed in the presence of
@ OEpwARD DOLLIVER,
®sDJouN S. THOMPSON,
©sOSAMUEL A. StAcy.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACIHUSETTS. ‘
EssEXx, ss. GLOUCESTER, April 26, 1884.
Then personally appcared the above named Samuel

E. Sawyer, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument
to be his frec act and deed before me.

esOCHARLES P. THoMPSON,
Justice of the Peace.
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SALeM, April 28, 1884.
At eight o’clock and twenty minutes, A. M. received
and entercd with Essex Dceds, So. Dist. Libro 1127
Folio, 223.
Adttest: CEYCuARLES S. OscooD,
Regrster.

ENDOWMENT NOTE,

$20,000
(GLOUCESTER, July 1, 1884.

On demand I promise to pay to the order of the
Board of Trustees of the Gloucester Lyceum and Saw-
yer Free Library and their successors in office, the sum
of Twenty Thousand Dollars, value received, with in-
terest at the rate of six per cent. per anmum, payable
semi-annually.

SAMUEL E. SAWYER.
Witness, Joun S. THOMSON.
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RELATING TO THE SAWYER FREE LIBRARY PREVIOUS
TO THE DEDICATION.

CapE ANN BULLETIN, JAN. 23, 1884.

The long declared purpose of the founder of this in-
stitution, who has been its steadfast supporter through
many vicissitudes of fire and removal, to give it a fit and
lasting home, became an accomplished fact in the news
current among many of our citizens on Thursday even-
ing last, that Mr. Samuel E. Sawyer had that day pur-
chased for it the William A. Pew estate for $20,000.
Commanding in situation, centrally located, open on ev-
ery side to pure air and unobstructed light, tasteful in
its appointments, with spacious and attractive grounds
and fine surroundings, this valuable property excels for
this purpose all others in the city. It would be a mon-
ument to one’s love of education and unchangeable
fondness for his native place, of which any man may
well be proud.

The first owner of the mansion was Thomas Sanders,
one of the notable citizens of his day. ¢Themerchant’s
word to build staunch and strong was heeded. The
worthy master’s heart was in his work. With greatest
care he chose timber of chestnut, and elm, and oak,” for
the ‘raising,’ that, from the journalof Parson Chandler,
minister of the church near by, took place July 10,
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1764. Such an cvent, always important in thosc days,
must have attracted an unusual attendance at the be-
ginning of by far the finest house in all the town.

It passed next into the possession of John Beach, its
walls, doubtless, echoing often with his traditional rev-
els; from the Beach family to Samuel Calder; a year
later, to Thomas W. Penhallow; and in 1827 to Dr-
William Ferson, a name still held in honored remem-
brance. His occupancy is familiar to many yet living,
though widely scatterced, who have pleasant memories of
the strains of the viol and the pattering of merry feet
in the roomy chambers and spacious halls.

In 1849, it was bought by Madam Davidson, subse-
quently passing by devise to Dr. Ilerman E. Davidson,
her son. Each occupant changed the mansion more or
less, to suit his own convenicence, or fancy. After the
considerable alterations by Capt. Beach, the most impor-
tant were made by Mr. Pew, who bought it in 1878 of
Dr. Davidson,and, while beautifying house and grounds,
fitted it by thorough and complete repairs for another
century of useful service.

Just thirty years ago a movement was going on for the
creation of the library that is to become the next occu-
pant. Stimulated by repeated offers previously made
by Mr. Sawyer, a public meeting was held on Feb. 6th, -
1854. A library of goodly size and quality was estab-
lished in connection with the Gloucester Lyceum. It
was supported by a small annual fee and the profits
arising from the Lyceum lectures. Both before and
after the disastrous fire of 1864, Mr. Sawyer contributed
handsomely to its increasc and support.

In 1871, at the carnest request of Hon. John J. Bab-
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son, than whom no better friend of education resides on
the Cape, the library was made free, free as any library
can be made and perpetuate its existence. But this
desirable result was reached only by the zealous co-
operation of Mr. Sawyer, who gave a fund of $10,000,
the income of which should be devoted to this purpose.

. For this munificent deed the directors asked his consent

to have the library called by his name. This was done
at the time, and in the ensuing year it became part of
the coiporate title. Finding the income still insufficient,
Mr. Sawyer subsequently increased the fund by an ad-
ditional gift of five thousand dollars.

In 1874 the City Government required the librar y to
vacate the commodious rooms furnished by the Select-
men in the new Town IIall, after the brief occupancy
of twoyears. Afterayear’s waiting, its present accom-
modations were obtained by the kindly interest of the
directors of the Cape Ann Bank. More money being
needed to defray the increased expenses, the emergency
was promptly met by Mr. Sawyer in the semi-annual
payment of the interest of still another five thousand
dollars.

But these rooms were taken only for temporary occu-
pancy. It had been Mr. Sawyer’s intention to have a
home for the library. Accordingly, when the disposal
of the Davidson cstatc was mentioned a few years ago
negotiations were entered into, but not completed in
consequence of Mr. Sawyer’s previous arrangements to
go abroad. The failure to acquire this property at that
time was to him a source of regret and disappointment.
During his absence a sale of it was made to Mr. Pew.
This gentleman having recently offerd it to Mr. Sawyer,

al e L



30 ARTICLES FROM THE PRESS.

he has availed himself promptly of the opportunity,
and has generously bought this elegant estate for the
benefit of his fellow citizens and the many strangers
who frequent our shores, as the permanent home of the
Sawyer Free Library.

‘Wise is he who becomes the almoner of his own bounty.
Fortunate the man, who sowing good seed in his life-
time, can watch its growth, and is privileged to see oth
ers enjoy the shade, and partake of the fruit of trees his
own hands have planted.

Boston HerALD, JAN. 25, 1884.

The Sawyer Free Library of Gloucester has at length
been given a suitable and permanent home by the gen-
erous purchase for it, by Samuel E. Sawyer, of the
William A. Pew estate at a cost of $20,000. This val-
uable property is well known to be superior for the pur-
pose to all others in Gloucester. It is a staunch and
strong old mansion, erected by Thomas Saunders, the
raising taking place in 1764. Having passed through
the hands of a number of owners and occupants, it has
now been purchased by Mr. Sawyer and generously
. given to the uses of the Library forever. The Library
was made free in 1871. Mr. Sawyer at that time con-
tributing a fund of $10,000, the income of which was
to be devoted to its support. The directors of the Li-
brary, for this noble deed, obtained his consent to have
it adopt his name. He afterwards added five thousand
dollars to the original gift. The Library has been com-
pelled to move a number of times, on one of which oc-
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casions Mr. Sawyer added another $5000 to his other
gifts. He has now given it a home, and a worthy one,
forever. He isto be envied the satisfaction he must
feel for the remainder of his life in contemplating the
work of beneficence he has so nobly performed.

CarE ANN BuLLETIN, APRIL 30, 1884.

Mr. Samuel E. Sawyer has conveyed to John James
Babson, Charles H. Hildreth, Allan Rogers, Hiram
Rich, Joseph O. Procter, Joseph L. Stevens, Edward
H. Haskell, all residents of said Gloucester, trustees,
the property on Middle street and Dale avenue, recently
purchased of Mr. William A. Pew for the purpose of
“establishing a permanent home for the free library, to
be devoted to the use of the citizens of Gloucester,
and to visitors and transient residents, so far as may be
considered advisable.” The trust deed refers briefly to
the act of incorporation, and the object of the institution
as stated therein, viz. “to maintain a free library, lec-
tures, collections in Natural History, Works of Art,
and the promotion of intellectual culture generally; all
of which the donor cordially endorses and approves.
No part of the real estate, nor the personal property
shall be alienated, but shall be held sacredly in trust
and perpetuity.

The lot conveyed by Mr. Sawyer contains 29,944 feet.
Any endowment funds which he has given or may here-
after give, are to be transferred and conveyed to said
trustees.
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The location, prospective advantages, and intrinsic
valie of this fine estate are worthy of the object to
which it is to be devoted and of the generosity of its
donor.

Care AxN BuLLETIN, APRIL 30, 1884.

This institution was founded, we believe, in 1830, and
was for many years quite a success, and afforded our
citizens almost the only opportunity to hear the distin-
guished men of the day. It owned an extensive elec-
trical and chemical apparatus, and had frequentlectures
illustrated by experiments, many of these causing great
amusement, especially when they were unsuccessful, but
much to the chagrin, sometimes, of the lecturers, who
said, “ When I do so and so you will sce so and so,”
which the audience did not always see. Afterwards a
loud report, and a villanous smell of chemicals, when
least expected, would occur, greatly to the affright of
the audience, and to the astonishment of the operator.
The income of the Lyceum was never much more than
$200 annually, and frequently less, the season tickets for
gentlemen being one dollar, for ladies and minors fifty
cents; the price paid for lectures clear of the stage fare,
and board over night here, was ten dollars, and for this
small sum, the citizens of Gloucester were favored with
lectures from such men as Rufus Choate, Dr. J. V. C.
Smith, Wendell Phillips, R. W. Emerson, Edward Ev-
erett, Charles W. Upham, Stephen C. Phillips, B. B.
Thatcher, Alexander H. Everett, Theodore Parker, Ed-
win P. Whipple and many -others. Various citizens of
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Gloucester also made their first appearance on any ros-
trum before the Gloucester Liyceum, among those were
‘William Parsons, John J. Babson, Dr. Ferson, Dr.
Dale, and the various clergymen of the town. The lec-
tures were delivered in Union Hall, where the Collins
School House now stands, which was then considered
a fine audience room, but would not seat more than
three hundred persons. This Lyceum was sustained
quite respectably for many years on a very small in-
come, an equal amount being frequently paid for one
lecture in later times. Rev. Dr. E. H.-Chapin received
one hundred dollars for each lecture for years. The
lectures brought together once a fortnight the leading
people of the then small town, and was a pleasant social
reunion of friends, and the ladies sometimes brought
their knitting work with them. Debates and discussions
were frequently held on the leading questions of the
day, and the first President in announcing a debate one
evening unfortunately said, “On next Wednesday even-
ing there will be a lecture on debates.” The Glouces-
ter Institute was for some time a rival to the Gloucester
Lyceum, and debates and lectures were held in the
Unitarian vestry; but it only existed a short period.
The present Sawyer Free Library is the only memento
of the Gloucester Lyceum existing here at the present
time, of this old, honored institution, which afforded for
8o many Yyears valuable instruction and often amuse-
ment to our citizens.

The elegant estate of Mr. Pew has within a few days
been transferred by Samuel E. Sawyer, the generous
donor, to the trustees, and the old “ Gloucester Lyceum -
and Sawyer Free Library” will be perpetuated, we
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hope, to do a truly elevating and noble work in this
community for many years.

CAaPE ANN BuLLETIN, MAY 7, 1884.

I have been more than pleased with the manifesta-
tations of generosity from our townsman, Samuel E.
Sawyer, Esq., in so liberally providing for the support
and usefulness of the Sawyer Free Library. That gen-
erosity on his part will be more and more appreciated
as the years roll by, and the princely distributer of
wealth for the good of our city, will be held in still
greater regard as this institution broadens and increas-~
es in usefulness, in the future. The same may be said
of Mr, Sawyer’s other good deeds and beneficent gifts,
in fact, it seems to be his aim to so dispose of his fortune
that his good works shall live after him, and he is cer-
tainly deserving of commendation for his laudable am-
bition. Mr. Sawyer must enjoy a feeling of satisfac-
tion and pleasure in knowing that he has done well, and
having started in the good work, he is not the man to
rest from his labors so long as life and fortune last.

By last week’s Bulletin, I learn that the object of the
institution for which Mr. Sawyer has done so much and
which bears his name, is “to maintain a free library,
lectures, collections of natural history, works of .art,
and the promotion of intellectual culture generally; a
worthy object, certainly, and one in which every citizen
should take an interest. As one who has known and.
appreciated the benefits of this institution, I wish to see
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still further progress, and hope that the next move in
this direction will be a provision by which the Cape
Ann Scientific and Literary Association shall have a
home with the Sawyer Free Library, and the advan-
tages of its extensive and valuable miscellaneous collec-
tions, now filling some half-dozen large cabinets, may
be of more benefit to our citizens in connection there-
with. If Mr. Sawyer so wills it, I feel sure that the
result would prove highly satisfactory to all parties in-
terested. The meetings of the sub-sections of the Sci-
entific and Literary Association for study and advance-
ment in literary, musical and other branches of knowl-
edge, would be much more profitable and pleasant if
held in the same building with the library, where the
full benefit of its large stores of valuable books could
be made available. In many ways this combination
would be advantageous, and as a citizen who takes an
interest in such matters, and also appreciates the spirit
of our most generous townsman, in freely spending his
money for the benefit of others, I hope this subject will
be taken into consideration, and some movement made
toward a consummation of this much to be desired end.

Correspondent.

CarE ANN BuLLETIN, MAY 14, 1884.

The adjourned meeting of the Gloucester Lyceum
and Sawyer Free Library Corporation was held on
Monday evening. Mr. Sawyer’s deed of trust of the
Pew estate was presented, and acknowledgment of his
gift was voted; a committee on dedicatory exercises
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was appointed; William Williams, Esq., presented,on
behalf of Mr. John Curtis, of Boston, an oil portrait of
Rev. Daniel Fuller, framed in oak and bearing the in-
scription, “Rev. Daniel Fuller, pastor of the 2d Parish,
Gloucester, 1770 to 1828, for which thanks were voted.

At the regular quarterly meeting of the directors,
held afterward, the organization for the coming year
was effected, Mr. Babson being re-chosen president,
Mr. Dolliver, clerk, and the other library officers re-
elected. A committee on removal to the “new home”
was chosen.

CarE ANN BuLLETIN, JUNE 25, 1884.

After several weeks of active work on the fine estate
near City Hall, bought last January by Samuel E. Saw-.
yer, Esq., for a permanent home for the Free Library,.
it is officially announced that the dedicatiom will take
place on Tuesday next, July 1st, with appropriate cere-
monies.

In a previous article we noted the endeavors of the
generous founder of the institution to obtain this estate
for the purpose to which it is now to be dedicated, and
for which no other in the city is so well adapted, and
referred to the history of the mansion, which dates back
to July 10, 1764.

The estate, which was purchased by Mr. Sawyer for
$20,000, is worth much more than that sum, and the
purchaser is to be congratulated upon his good fortune
in obtaining it at so low a figure.
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The house has been thoroughly refitted and presents
a very neat and pleasing appearence in every part.
The arrangement of the rooms is admirably planned,
the first floor giving ample case room for the books be-
longing to the library, in the two rooms on the northern
side of the building, while the librarian has a position
at the rear of the main hall, for receiving and delivering
books. The superintendent has a cosy little office in
the northwestern corner, adjoining the library. One
large room on the Middle- street front will be open
to all who wish to select books from the catalogues and
bulletins which will he kept there. The other, which
has been elegantly frescoed and furnished, will contain
many valuable paintings and other works of art. The
spacious hall above, as well as that below, will be pro-
fusely hung with attractive and instructive works of art.
Other handsome art rooms will be furnished in the sec-
ond story, and the whole collection thrown open to the
public on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons.

A room is finely fitted for the trustees’ and directors’
use in the second story. On the same floor two pleas-
ant rooms are set apart, distinct from the remainder of
the building, for the Female Charitable Association, a
time honored institution, in which Mr. Sawyer as well
as every other good citizen, takes much interest, he
having been a regular contributor to its funds for nearly
forty years. The third floor has not as yet been as-
signed for any special purpose, but the friends of the
Cape Ann Scientific and Literary Association cherish
the hope that some day the valuable collection now
gathered in the museum of that society may have a
place fitted for its better arrangement and growth under
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the same roof with its co-laborer in the cause of educa-
tion, the Sawyer Free Library.

. The building was thoroughly and solidly built and
bids fair to outlast many generations of men, and with
its solidity is also combined a certain air of refinement,
which one instinctively feels in looking at the elaborate
hand-carving in all the interior finish. The main hall
and stairway is probably one of the finest productions
of ancient architecture to be found in New England.

The grounds around the building, so pleasantly situ-
ated on the corner of Middle street and Dale avenue,
have been well cared for, and to look at the fine lawn,
handsome trees and shrubbery so tastefully arranged, is
a pleasure for which every citizen should feel grateful.
Many marked improvements are being made there, and
the building in the rear of the First Parish Church is to
be fitted as a residenee for the library janitor. _

The dedication will take place on Tuesday afternoon
next, commencing at 2.30, and will be an interesting
occasion, the following being the proposed programme:
Dedicatory prayer by Rev. dJ. S. Thomson; addresses
by Samuel E. Sawyer, Esq., and Hon. John J. Babson;
remarks by Hon Charles P. Thompson and Benjamin
H. Corliss, Esq., with singing by a male quartette con-
sisting of Messrs. Spaulding, Barnard, Thompson and
Pomeroy.

The Trustees of the Sawyer Free Library have or-
ganized by the choice of Hon. John J. Babson as chair-
man, Joseph L. Stevens, secretary, and Hiram Rich,
treasurer. The vacancy on the Board occasioned by
the death of Dr. Hildreth, has been filled by the elec-
tion of Benjamin H. Corliss, Esq.
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CAPE ANN ADVERTISER, JUNE 27, 1884.

- The dedication of the Sawyer Free Library Building
will take place next Tuesday afternoon at 2.30. The
dedicatory prayer will be by Rev. John S. Thomson, of
the First Parish Church, and addresses will be made by
Messrs. Samuel E. Sawyer, the donor, John J. Babson,
Charles P. Thomson and Benj. H. Corliss, with singing
by a male quartette, consisting of Messrs. A. A. Spauld-
ing, George K. Barnard, Fred. S. Thompson and Wm.
H. Pomeroy.

The new library building has been put in thorough
order for the pnrposes for which it is designed, under
the careful oversight of Mr. Sawyer, and will make a
_permanent home for the library of which all connected
with it may feel proud. The two rear rooms upon
the first floor are arranged for the books, the libra-
rian being located at the rear of the main hall to re-
ceive and deliver them, while a cosy little office has
been arranged for the Superintendent, adjoining the
_library room. One of the front rooms has been set apart
for those who wish to consult the catalogues and bulle-
tins for the selection of books, while the other, which
has been elegantly frescoed and furnished, will be an
Art Room, for the display of costly paintings and other
works of art, which the liberal donor of the library and
building has been for years collecting for this purpose.
The spacious halls and rooms on the second floor will
also be devoted to the same purpose, and the collection
will be open to the public on Wednesday and Saturday
afternoons.

Two pleasant rooms on the second floor have been
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set apart and furnished for the accommodation of the
Female Charitable Association, in which Mr. Sawyer
has always taken a lively interest, and a room has been -
tastefully farnished on the same floor for the use of the

directors and trustees of the library and building. The

third floor has not yet been assigned to any special pur-

pose, but will ultimately be devoted to uses which har-

monize with the charitable and educational features of
the establishment.

The grounds have been put in good order, and from
the rejuvenating effects of the recent rain present a fine
appearance. The building in the rear of the First Par-
ish Church is to be fitted up as a residence for the jani-
tor of the building, and other improvements will be
made from time to time.

Gloucester may well congratulate herself in having a
public library building so finely located and so well
adapted to the purposes for which it has been set apart;
one which is an ernament to the city, and a fitting mon- .
ument to the generosity and public spirit of the founder,



DEDICATORY EXERCISES.

HON. JOHN J. BABSON.

The exercises were opened by Hon. John J. Babson,
with remmarks as follows:

“You are alrcady aware that the fine estate on which
we are assembled this afternoon, has heen purchased by
our honored fellow citizen, Samuel E. Sawyer, and
placed in the hands of trustees to be held as a perma-
nent home for the Sawyer Free Library.  As a mark of
life-long friendship, Mr. Sawyer has placed my name
at the head of his list of trustees, and my co-trustees
have done me the honor by formal eclection to make me
President of the Board. It becomes my duty, therefore,

‘now to ask your attention to the opening exercises with
which, in accordance with a vote of the directors, tho
Library will take possession of its new quarters.”

REV. JOHN K. THOMSON.
L)

Rev. J. 8. Thomson, of the Unitarian Church, asked
the divine blessing, in the following words:

Our Father, who art in heaven, we invoke thy bles-
sings upon the dedicatory services and the purposes of
thisinstitution. Thou art the fountain of all knowl-
edge, and thou hast revealed to us all the knowledge
which we have and enjoy. We thank thee for knowl-
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edge, and for all the agencies through which we receive
it from thee. 'We thank thee for the knowledge which
this library contains. We dedicate this institution to
thee and the service of man. Accept, we pray thee,
. the dedication. Take the library under thy care. Make
it a blessing to all those who will use it. May its books
give useful knowledge, afford needful and rational en-
tertainment and amusement, and be sources of inspira-
tion for virtuous conduct. May the pictures on these
walls become teachers of the pure, the beautiful, and
the good. May this library remain here till the last
gener ation, a free temple of pure and helpful knowledge, ,
ever increasing in power to do good.

May the men to whom this important trust has been
«committed and those to whom the management of its
daily affairs is entrusted be guided by thy spirit to make
this free and perpetual gift a source of knowledge that
will quicken the noblest powers of the mind, that will
purify all the affections of the heart, and that will train
human conscience to be the word of the living God.
May they be enabled to overcome all the difficulties in
their way. May they grow strong in their work. May
they be inspired to struggle on to reach their highest
aims to make this library a blessing to our city. May
thy grace sustain them in thé discharge of their duties,
and help them to realize and honor theirsolemn respon-
sibilities. May they have the sympathy and co-opera-
tion of those for whose benefit they are working in the
management of this institution.

‘We thank thee for putting it into the heart of thy
servant, our brother, to give this large and good gift to
the people of this city, and for granting him prosperity ,
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to enable him to satisfy this deep desire of his heart, and
for sparing his life to sce the interpretation of his
dreams and the fulfilment of his hopes concerning this
institution this day. The vision which thou didst cause
to pass before his eyes long ago is now become a free
and perpetual temple of knowledge. May it be to him
a fountain of joy, “a well of water springing up into ev-
erlasting life.” May he who has thought so long and
labored so earnestly to establish this library for the hen-
efit of others feel that he has thy approval in his work.
May this tree of his planting become to him a tree of
life that will yield fruit for the strength and joy of his
own soul. May he be permitted for many days to see
thy work prospering in his hands.

May he and his wife, who has sympathized with him
in his aims to found this institution, who now rejoices
with him in the realization of those aims, and who in-
spires him to follow the leading of thy spirit in his soul,
live long to behold the good results of their united pur-
poses, prayers, and efforts, to confer a perpetual favor
upon his native place; and may the blessings which al-
ways accompany the wishes and endeavors to do good
follow them all through life, to encourage, to gladden,
and to ennoble their spirits.

May this occasion give suggestion and inspiration to
other rich men in our community to devote some of their
wealth to the support and establishment of such institu-
tions as we need. May they be led to consecrate some
of their means to the promotion of knowledge, of public
virtue, and of needed and rational amusement and en-
tertainment. May they strengthen the hands and en-
courage the hearts of those who are working to enlight-
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en and purify our city. May they see that it would be
good for them to give of their abundance to fortify the
agencies which are destroying ignorance and vice. The
influences of religion, morality, and education, gave them
their opportunities to gather riches, and created the
laws which protect them in the enjoyment of the rights
and privileges of civilization. May they learn that it is
their plain duty to sustain the institutions which make
our city religious, moral, intelligent, and healthy.

‘We pray that the readers of the books in this library
may receive thy benedictions; may the books convey
true wisdom to their minds, and purity and strength to
their hearts; may they read the books wisely and use-
fully; and may they learn lessons that will remain in
their memories forever as guides and inspirations to a
good and happy life; may they become grateful for the
benefits which this institution confers upon them, and
may they show their gratitude by taking a deep and
constant interest in the welfare of the library, and by
helping others to gain knowledge, to do right, and to
enjoy innocent and necessary pleasures.

‘We thank thee, ever-blessed God, that the spirit of
Jesus the Christ, still lives among us in the men and
women who are able and willing to help the world. His
spirit greets us on the streets in words of encourage-
ment; it sits at our firesides and teaches lessons of love
and self-sacrifice; it appears in our schools in kindly
care and devotion; it preaches the resurrection and the
everlasting life in our churches; it speaks to us from
the pages of the books which consecrated authors have
written; it raises and guides the prophets, reformers, -
and benefactors, of every age;,it is performing moral
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and spiritual miracles in many lands. This library is a
miracle which the holy spirit of our common Master has
wrought in our city, a miracle that will bless future
generations, and that will be a continual proof that thou
speakest to faithful and thoughtful soulsin all ages and
lands. Make it a perpetual blessing to our city, a school
of the Christ to our citizens. Amen.

QUARTETTE.

Fine singing followed, by a quartette consisting of
Messrs. Spaulding, Barnard, Pomeroy and Thompson;
after which Mr. Sawyer presented to the board of trus-
tees the keys of the building, deed and bond, in the fol-
lowing address:

SAMUEL E. SAWYER.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Board of Trus-
tees: —The occasion that brings you here to-day, will
be, I trust, of marked interest in the annals of the old
town of Gloucester. To me it is one of peculiar inter-
est, for it is the consummation of a charming vision, a
pleasant life-dream.

Long years the thought has dwelt in my heart, hope-
fully, that I might live to realize the fulfillment of the
hope that a permanent home for the Sawyer Free Libra-
ry would be established during my day and generation.
This day, therefore, brings with it to me untold pleas-
ure and satisfaction.

But while we congratulate ourselves upon this result,
a feeling of deep sadness steals over me, unrestrained,
for I miss among your familiar, friendly faces, one of
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your number, whom we all held in our hearts as one
who was worthy of our highest esteem. To me he of-
ten proved himself a sincere and faithful friend ; by you,
and by the citizens of Gloucester, I know he will long
continue to be missed from yonr social circles and from
your daily walks, for you have met with a great loss.
Public spirited, always watching vigilantly the interest
of the city, the interest of education, and aiming at a
high standard of culture; he was a sincere and devoted
friend to the teachers in our schools, and to do good
seemed to be the leading motive of his life. Such a
man has passed away from among you, but his memory
will be cherished with affection.

It has always been a prominent motive or object of
my life, to do something to promote the best interest
of the young; for in them lie the germ, the roots and
fibres of civilization. Books are the food of the mind;
tfrom the earliest years of childhood books are sought
to feed the intellect, and so from school to college; later
on they are a source of recreation to the idler, the tools
of the student, the scholar, and the man of letters.

The pictures upon these walls, I trust, will serve as
an incentive, and create a stronger love of art in its
higher branches. Fondness for art treasures has been
for many years a source of great enjoyment to me.

I now have the pleasure of presenting to you, as
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Gloucester
Lyceum and Sawyer Free Library, these keys, as sym-
bols, and the deed which conveys the gift of this prop-
erty to you in trust, for the benefit of the citizens of
Gloucester, for their use and behoof forever. I also
have the pleasure of presenting to you in trust, an en-
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dowment note for twenty thousand dollars, which I
hope may be increased as the years pass on.

To the past and present Board of Directors and
Treasurer of this Institution, and to the faithful Super-
intendent, whose constant and valuable services have
encouraged me in the accomplishment of this end, I
owe you each and all a debt of gratitude, and I am sure
you will all rejoice with me that the library has such a
pleasant, permanent and convenient home, in which to
carry on and continue the work of education; for the
local library is an efficient auxiliary of our school system.

To you, my friends and fellow citizens, now so nu-
merously gathered here to-day to witness the dedication
of this charming old mansion, as a temple of knowledge
for your free use, I give my hand and hearty welcome.
May each and all of you and the generations that come
after, avail yourselves of these sacred privileges.

IION. JOHN J. BABSON.

Hon. John J. Babson, the president of the trustces,
received the trust, and replied in the following words:

“ Mr. Sawyer :—When at the meeting of the Glou-
cester Lyceum and Sawyer Free Library the announce-
ment was made that you had completed the act record-
ed in this deed, the thanks of this institution were unan-
imously voted for your continued interest in it, as man-
ifested by this generous act, and you may rest assured
of the grateful appreciation by all of your fellow citi-
zens of the great benefit it confers upon your native
city. I am sure that their hearts would have warmed
towards you, if they could have witnessed, as I have,
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what I may call the beautiful enthusiasm with which
you have personally labored in the final preparations
for this occasion. May a vision of untold benefits to
result from your benevolence be your ample reward.

I have to inform you that at a meeting of the trustees
last evening, the board was organized by the election
of president, secretary and treasurer, and there is ne
doubt but that your intentions in creating the trust will
be faithfully carried out. Deep regret was felt that one
of our original number, Dr. C. H. Hildreth, who would,
without doubt, have proved a very valuable member,
had been so soon removed by death, and the board pro-
ceeded, in accordance with terms of the trust, to fill the
vacancy by the election of BenJamm H. Corliss, Esq .
to the vacant place, by a unanimous vote.

Ladzies and Gentlemen :—If it be true, as Mr. Emer=
son says, that the intellect and the affections cannot in
the last analysis be separated, that ought to be a happy
day in the annals of any community that is set apart for
the celebration of an event destined, or at least de-
signed, to have a lasting influence upon its intellectual
character. The consecration of this building to this
great work invests the building itself with some interest,
which is increased by observing that the style of its
architecture is different from that of any other building
in the city. It was built in 1764, by Thomas Sanders,
a merchant of the town, a graduate of Harvard College,
and evidently a man of refined taste, if we judge
by the elaborate and handsome finish of the lower part
of the house. It was at first a two story gambrel-roofed
building, but it has experienced various transformations
in the course of its long life, until at last we behold the
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stately and elegant appearance which the house and the
surrounding grounds present to-day. In connection
with the use to which the building is now to be put, it
may be proper to state that about forty years ago, a
small proprietor’s library was kept in one of its
lower rooms, and if you accept the story about the sea
serpent as an interesting scientific fact, you may be
pleased to learn that in what is hereafter to be the
superintendent’s room, the young sea serpent killed
with a pitchfork, near Good Harbor Beach, in 1807,
was exhibited.

There are no more mterestmg facts connected with
the history of any community than those exhibited by
its progress in intellectual culture. In Gloucester for
more than a hundred years after its settlement, the only
opportunities for such growth were those afforded by
religious training. I know but one person in the town
during the whole of the last century, who possessed
even a small library. The inventory of Rev. John
‘White’s estate shows that he had about sixty different
works, valued at £21, nearly every one of which was
of a theological character; but the next century was to
witness the beginning of a thirst for reading matter,
which has never since ceased to exist. The Gloucester
Social Library had been formed, and in 1796 had been
granted liberty to a place in the Grammar school house
building. The building, then new, stood on Granite
street, but was several years ago moved to Beacon
street, where it is now occupied by primary schools. I
doubt if any person now living cver visited the library
while in the Grammar school house, for I find a few
aged people who first resorted to it when it occupied
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the front room of the house of the librarian on Front
street. The librarian, at that time, was Master John
Rogers, who died in 1827. His successor, Mr. Thomas
Stephenson, a lawyer, who accommodated the library
in his office in a building which stood on Front street,
a little east of the corner of Short. In 1830, the libra-
ry had accumulated nearly 2000 volumes, when nearly
the whole was destroyed by the great fire of that year.
Such, in brief, is the history of the first library of any
importance that existed in the town.”

Mr. Babson also spoke of the future of the institution
and some of the ways by which it might be aided in its
usefulness.

Mr. Babson closed by speaking of the generous con-
tributions made by Mr. Sawyer to the library, crowned
by this last great benefaction in providing it with a per-
manent home; of the duty of the people to follow that
generosity by liberal encouragement; and of the effect
of a public library upon popular education. He then

called upon Hon. Chas. P. Thompson, who spoke as
follows:

HON. CHARLES P. THOMPSON.

Myr. President :—Most heartily do I congratulate the
members of the Gloucester Lyceum and Sawyer Free
Library, its officers, and the people of Gloucester,
upon the possession and occupation of this valuable,
commodious, beautiful and permanent home for the
Sawyer Free Library; an institution that is so vitally
connected with this city, and so justly the object of-its
pride and affection. Nothing could have been done so
assuring to the friends and beneficiaries of the library
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as this provision that has been made for it. The library
now assumes a new interest and invites more  persua-
sively the people to come and partake of its rich treas-
ures.

The story of its origin, progress and present condi-
tion has been happily told by you, Mr. President, who
have been its firm and valuable friend during its whole
existence; still I cannot but avail myself of the oppor-
tunity, kindly tendered me by the Trustees, to say a
word in appreciation of the important and interesting
event that has brought us here.

These beautiful grounds, this elegant and commodi-
ous building, coming from the past century, with its
ancient beauty preserved, and supplemented with the
“result of the modern idea of greater utility and comfort
‘artistically blended, with its halls decorated by works
of art, speak more aptly and forcibly than it is possible
for any human tongue to speak of the value of the gift
the people have received from the heart and hand of
" him, who through his ability, integrity and deserved
success, has acquired the means to bless, and who, pos-
sessed with a deep affection for his native city, has given
this munificent and substantial expression of that affec-
tion. “Were I to attempt it, I should not be able to
describe the grateful emotions that possess the people
who are now to enjoy its benefits, and which will con-
tinue to possess those who shall enjoy them through all
coming generations. This home of the Sawyer Free
~ Library, will be the home of the friends of education,

and of the promotion of intellectual culture generally,
- and from it must go forth continually an influence which
shall elevate the people intellectually and morally.
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In these consecrated halls we stand amidst the richest
treasures of learning that the past and the present have
produced. The founders of States, heroes, orators,
poets, scholars, philosophers, the world’s greatest and
wisest benefactors, in all its departments, are here with
their rich legacies of instruction, and all may commune
with them without money and without price.- Who
would not regard it a high honor to possess a letter
from some one who thousands of years ago was distin-
guished for his virtues, his deeds of wvalor, for his high
official position, or for the power and brilliancy of his
intellect? How carefully would such a letter be pre-
served, and what a deep interest would be felt by the
whole community in which its fortunate possessor might
hold it; but we have here in these halls not simply a
letter, but volumes of letters from just such person-
ages, which contain all that is precious that such a let-
ter could possibly contain; several thousand volumes
are now here, and provision has already been made for
the continued accumulation of them, ever increqsing as
they must, through all coming time. I feel certgin that
I may truly say there is not anywhere a better pelected
library than this, and it would be unjust for me not to
speak of the great obligation this community is under
to its able and aecomplished Superintendent, for: the
great interest he has taken in the library, and the time
‘and labor he has contributed to make it what it is in ita
valuable and choice collection of the best works of the
best authors, and I am sure that no one appreciates
more than he the position the Library has attained, and
the event we here commemorate. 'Who can estimate
what the value of this library will be a thousand years
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hence? There is in its very nature and character the
highest security that this library and its valuable home
will be most sacredly preserved. Their intrinsic value
and increasing aid to the people will most securely in-
sure this, and the time is not very far distant, when all
these apartments will be filled with elegant and choice
volumes, though they now present a liberal provision
for the increasing wants of the future. This Library is
now, and will continue to be, a most valuable compli-

-ment to our common schools; here the scholar has fur-

nished him the material and opportunity for the contin-
uance of his studies in any department he may desire,
and the man of letters can here find ample means for
desired advancement. 'Who can calculate the value of

- this instiution as an educational force? There is scarce-

ly a private library in the State so valuable as this; no
one with any guarantee that it will long remain intact;
but every inhabitant of Gloucester has nearly as benefi-
cial a use of this library, as if it were his own pri-
vate property, and that, too, with an ample assurance
that it will bo preserved to him, increased in value by
the addition of the constantly increasing contribu-
tions to our literature in its various departments.
The fact that others aro to share its privileges does not

‘diminish their value to any individual, as cach has ac-

cess to, and the full benefit of the whole.

Had our benefactor been ambitious to have poerpetu-
ated his name, to have erected a monument which would
keep alive his memory for centuries, he could not have
done anything which would with such absolute certain-
ty have accomplished that object as to connect his name

-.a8 it is, with this institution; but we know he has not
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been actuated by any personal considerations; we know
how reluctant he was to have his name used in the des-
ignation of this library, and with what earnestness he
insisted upon having the words, “Gloucester Liyceum,”
preserved in its corporate name, out of respect and ven-
eration for the founders of the Gloucester Lyceum,
which had for its object the intellectual and moral im-
provement of the people; but the friends of this library,
appreciating his generous aid and deep interest in it,
and regarding him, so justly, as the real founder of its
permanency, as the guarantor of its successful future,
insisted that it should bear his name, the higher honor
became unsought, because the intelligent and grateful
tribute of those who knew his merits, and could not but
give expression to their appreciation of them. No high-
er honor can be conferred upon a citizen than to con-
nect his name with some beneficent enterprise, some
valued and respected institution. Edward Everett, who
had been favored with the expressions of the confidence
of his fellow citizens which conducted him to the high-
est positions in the state and nation, after receiving them
all, when one of the public schools of Boston was called
after his name, said: ‘“Devoted for a pretty long life
to the public service, in a variety of pursuits and occu-
pations, laboring, 1 may, say diligently, and I hope I may
add, though sometimes with erring judgment, yet al-
ways with honest purpose for the public good at home
and abroad, I frankly own, sir, that no public honor,
compliment or reward, which has ever fallen to my lot,
has given me greater pleasure than the association of
my name with one of these noble public schools of Bos-
ton.” And does any one believe he would have consid-
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ered it a less honor to have had his name so associated
with the Public Library of Boston?

Mr. President, it gives me additional pleasure to know
that the “Gloucester Female Charitable Association,”
an organization so deserving of consideration, that has
through so many years been a minister of mercy to the
unfortunate and destitute, is provided with rooms in
this building ; and I trust in its new and pleasant home
its means of usefulness may be increased and its noble
object more fully appreciated and recognized by the
friends of humanity here and elsewhere. And, sir, may
I not with the greatest reason congratulate him, whose
generous and continued liberalty to this community we
meet to recognize, upon the wise and beneficial use he
has made of his bounty; that he has had the sagacity
to bestow this bounty in his lifetime, and to aid by his
practical skill and experience in placing it upon the best
‘basis for its greatest usefulness; and I express the wish
of all, that he may long live to witness the happy re-
sults of his well directed liberalty in the enjoyment of
every earthly blessing.

Another song followed, by the quartette, after which
Benj. H. Corliss, Esq., made the following address:

BENJAMIN Ii. CORLISS.

Myr. President:—It affords me great pleasure to be
present at these dedicatory exercises, and to greet so
. large a number of our fellow citizens assembled to do
honor to the occasion. Many years ago our friend con-
ceived the idea of establishing a public library in his na-
tive town. He has cherished the idea earnestly and
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steadfastly, considering the best manner in which it
could be carried out.

It was a grand conception on his part, a consecrated
purpose, a lofty inspiration. So as time has passed on,
this idea has been realized, grandly, fully realized, till
to-day we have met to dedicate this building as the per-
manent home of the Sawyer Free Library. Itis a rare
privilege for a man to have the ability to give; it is
rarer when the ability and the disposition are united, as
in this case, so that our fellow citizen is enabled to make
this liberal provision for the good of this community.
This building is admirably adapted for the use and pur-
poses of the library and its patrons. Living in my ear-
ly boyhood in close proximity, I have long known this
old mansion, with its historic associations, and have
ever regarded it with a feeling of local pride. The lo-
cation is one of the best in the city, central, easy of ac-
cess, with excellent surroundings, the church on oune
hand, the projected new high school house on the oth-
er, and the City Hall just across the way. I rejoice in
the fact that the Sawyer Free Library has now a per-
manent home, one in every way worthy of it, decorated
and arranged with such good taste, and richly adorned
with this choice collection of paintings.

Pardon me, friends, if I speak for a few minutes up-
on some matter a little personal, perhaps, but which
may not be uninteresting upon an occasion of this kind.
The old Gloucester Lyceum, of which this library is the
legitimate outgrowth, was established in 1830. Now,
without wishing to be egotistical, I think I cansay that
I had some small part in this early organization. Iwas
a boy at the time in the store of Kimball & Hough,and
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the Rev. Hosea Hildreth, who may truly be regarded
as the founder of the Lyceum, was in the habit of call-
ing at the store and discussing the subject. So when
it was decided to inaugurate the movement, I helped
the work along by sweeping out Athens Hall, trimming
the lamps, and carrying round and posting the notices
for the first public meeting, held Feb. 2, 1830. T also
signed the books when the constitution and by-laws
were adopted and thus became a “charter member.”

I recall distinctly many of the lectures delivered in
the early history of the institution by the two Everetts,
(Edward and Alexander H.) Choate, Pierpont, Emer-
son, Holmes, Hillard, Rantoul, Chapin, King, and oth-
ers, when rare intellectual treats were furnished, and the
rnling price was ten dollars and expenses.

By, a singular coincidence I have found, within a few
days, the original letter written by Mr. Sawyer and
dated Feb. 18, 1850, and to my address as President of
the Lyceum, in which he proposed to give the sum of
one hundred dollars towards the establishment of a pub-
lic library, provided one thousand could be raised. Two
years subsequently he proposed to give the sum of $250
on the same condition. These several propositions were
laid before the Lyceum and considered at some length,
but no definite action was taken to secure the end de-
sired, and thus the matter rested for a while.

In 1854 a public meeting of our citizens was called
to consider the subject, and from $1800 to $2000 was
raised as the nucleus for a public library. I hold in my
hand two subscription papers started at that time, and
on which about $1000 was subscribed of the above
amount. These papers I shall leave with the Trustees
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that they may be preserved with the rccords of the in-
stitution. -

I thank my friend, Mr. Thompson, for his kindly al-
lusion to the ‘“Female Charitable Association,” and
most heartily endorse all that he has said in its favor.
This organization has been in existence many years,
and has been the means of accomplishing much good
in this community. Its membership is composed of a
band of ecarnest, self-sacrificing women, laboring. for
the good of others, assisting the needy and unfortunate,
visiting the sick, and putting courage and hope into the
hearts of those who arc well nigh crushed by the severer
experiences of life. Surely such service is a practieal
illustration of the principles of christianity, and deserv-
ing our highest commendation. Mr. Sawyer has taken
a deep interest in the welfare of this society from its in-
ception; and now he has gencrously provided it a com-
fortable home in this building, where it will, I trust,
have a more public recognition, and greater opportuni-
ties for usefulness. I commend the interests of this
association to your favorable consideration.

It is a matter of congratulation to all of us, that to-
day the library is permanently established in its eligible
new quarters. I feel truly grateful for this generous
benefaction, and am sure that I voice the sentiment of
my fellow citizens, when I say that they also appreciate
this act of kindness, and the motive which has prompted
it. The rich treasures of the library are free and ac-
cessible to all, the poor and the rich upon the same
equality. All classes can profit by its privileges. The
present occasion is suggestive, and my mind reverts
back to fifty years ago, when books were not so availa-
ble and easy of access as to-day.
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There were but few private libraries, and they of a
very limited number of volumes, and the social library,
which was kept by Master John Rogers, and which as
a boy I well remember, was a small affair as compared
with libraries of the present time. So in those earlier
days the opportunities to obtain and ‘enjoy the privilege
of reading good books were rare, and when to be had
were eagerly seized upon and thoroughly prized. To-
day how marked the change. Upon the shelves of this
library are .to be found works in every department of
literature. History, biography, science, art, philoso-
phy, romance, are all to be found here, and the collec-
tion is varied sufficiently to meet every want and taste,
from the superficial reader to the thoughtful and more
studious, and all without money and without price.

It was my privilege to be present, a few days since,
at the graduating exercises of the Collins school, which
were very interesting, and highly creditable to all con-
cerned, both pupils and teachers. The graduating
class was large, about eighty in number, if my mem-
ory serves me, and I was quite favorably impressed
with the general hearing and proficiency of the gradu-
ates. = The superintendent, in some well-.timed and ap-
propriate remarks addressed to the class, said, among
other things, that the value of their education depended
upon their ability to impart knowledge to others. This
is very true. In other words, all knowledge or educa-
tion must be utilized and brought into requisition to
make it valuable. The school educates; the library as-
sists and supplements school education.

Every one at all interested in the cause of education,
must feel gratified and pleased at the present high
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standard of our public schools. Qur common schools
are the boast and pride of New England, and I most
cheerfully bear witness to the generous disposition
manifested by our citizens in their appropriations for
educational purposes. And considering the valuation
of Gloucester, the appropriations may be regarded as
very liberal. Taking a period of five years together,
the sum granted for the maintenance and support of our
schools will average from 30 to 33; per cent. of our
taxes. This is a large amount, and I allude to it in this
connection not in a spirit of complaint, but with an
earncst desire that the greatest possible amount of good
may be realized by our citizens for this munificent
outlay.

‘With the large measure of opportunities now open to
our people, and particularly to the rising generation,
there can be no excuse for ignorance on their part.
Our public schools, the library, pulpit, press and lecture
room are all exerting a wholesome and salutary influ-
ence to elevate the moral and intellectual standard of
this community, and we fondly trust with beneficial re-
sults. The preservation of our Republican form of
government, with its inestimable blessings forourselves,
and posterity depends upon the virtueand intelligence
of our people, and it is all important that we recognize
the obligation to so educate our children that they may
be prepared to appreciate this rich legacy of freedom,
and transmit it in turn with undimmed lustre.

I congratulate you, my friends, upon the favorable
auspices attending these exercises. This large gather-
ing of our people manifest by their presence the per-
sonal interest felt by each, the bright sunlight and beau-
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tiful weather, the pleasant grounds which attract and
charm us, the promising outlook for the future, all these
may hopefully be regarded as a favorable augury for
the permanent prosperity and success of the library.

And we earnestly hope that the generous donor may
be spared for many years to enjoy with us the advan-
tages and blessings of this institution, and realize the
rich fruitage of his disinterested benevolence.

The singing by the quartette between the addresses,
was fine, and added much to the enjoyment of the occa-
sion. At the close of the exercises an invitation was
extended for an inspection of the premises, and a pleas-
ant hour was spent in so doing; the congratulatory
remarks that the donor had .been enabled to do that
which he had so long and earnestly desired, and that
our citizens were to derive so much benefit therefrom,
which were heard on every hand, proving that this evi-
dence of generosity was well appreciated by thosc
present.

" Two large and elegant baskets of flowers, generously
presented by Mr. Seth Cole, added to the attractiveness

of the rooms and in every particular the occasion was
most enjoyable.






ARTICLES FROM THE PRESS

RELATING TO THE SAWYER FREE LIBRARY AFTER THE
DEDICATION.

Carr ANN BuLLiTIN, JULY 4, 1884.

One of the most important events, from an educational
and historical point of view, which has ever occurred in
this city, was observed yesterday afternoon, when the
dedication of the beautiful cstate on the corner of Dale
avenue and Middle street, as the permanent home of the
Sawyer Free Library, was observed in an appropriate
manner.

As announced last weck, this valuable property had
been purchased by our honored townsman, Samuel E.
Sawyer, Esq., and refitted in a pleasing and convenient
manner, to be presented by him to trustees for the per-
manent home of the institution which bears his name;
this generous gift being supplemented by another con-
sisting of .a bond of $20,000 as an cndowment fund
for its support. The refitting of the building has been
under the immediate supervision of Mr. Sawyer, who
has shown excellent judgment in its arrangement, a full
description of which was given in our last issue. The
liberal display of pictures, of which there are more than
one hundred and fifty, hung in the various rooms, show
that patience and good taste has been exercised in the
collection, which has extended over a period of many
years.



64 ARTICLES FROM THE PRESS.

The dedication was largely attended, both ladies and
gentlemen showing much interest in the library and its
surroundings.

CAPE ANN ADVERTISER, JULY 4, 1884,

The dedication of the Sawyer Free Library Building
took place on Tuesday afternoon, in accordance with
the programme announced in our last issue. At an
early hour in the afternoon the friends of the library and
our citizens generally began to assemble, and the nu-
merous rooms of the building were soon crowded,
although not too much so for comfortable and thorough
inspection of the large number of costly oil paintings
and other works of art, with which the spacious halls
and rooms are profusely ornamented.

There was also a fine display of summer flowers in
the several rooms, the generous gift of Mr. Seth Cole.

Soon after half-past two o’clock the assembly was
called to order by Hon. John J. Babson, chairman of
the Board of Trustees, who stated the object of the
gathering, to dedicate the premises purchased by Sam-
uel E. Sawyer, Esq., and placed in the hands of trustees
for a permanent home for the Sawyer Free Library.

The dedicatory prayer was then offered by Rev. John
S. Thomson, pastor of the First Parish Church.

Singing followed by a select quartette, consisting of
Messrs. A. A. Spaulding, George K. Barnard, Fred S.
Thompson and William H. Pomeroy.
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Mass. PLovenmaN, JuLy 1, 1884.

A generous gift to the City of Gloucester.—The es-
tate on the corner of Middle street and Dale avenue re-
cently purchased by Samuel E. Sawyer, Esq., at a cost
of $20,000, was to-day turned over to the trustees as a
pérmanent home for the Gloucester Lyceum and Saw-
yer Free Library, and was dedicated with appropriate
ceremonies. The building is three stories, was erected
in 1764 by Hon. Thomas Sanders, and is itself of his-
toric interest. Its numerous rooms have been elegant-
ly fitted up by Mr. Sawyer and decorated with costly
paintings and works of art, and the grounds are exten-
sive and attractive. A very large number of people
gathered to inspect the building and its contents, and
listen to the dedicatory services, which were of an inter-
esting and appropriate character. Hon. John J. Bab-
son, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, presided. The
dedicatory prayer was made by Rev. John S. Thomson,
pastor of the First Parish Church, followed by singing
by a quartette.

Mr. Sawyer then presented to the Trustees the keys
of the building, together with the deed conveying to
them the estate in trust for the benefit of the citizens of
Gloucester, for their use and behoof forever; also a note
for $20,000, as a nucleus for a library fund. Mr. Bab-
son accepted the gift in appropriate terms, giving an in-
teresting historical sketch of the building and of the
inception and growth of the library. Addresses of an
appreciative and congratulatory character were also
made by Hon. Charles P. Thompson and Benjamin H.
Corliss, Esq.
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Bostoxn MorNING PosT.

A Boston merchant’s munificence.—The presentation
on Tuesday to the Bostonian Society of a photograph
of the Brook Bank in Gloucester by Mr. S. E. Sawyer,
suggests what this well known Boston merchant has
done for his native town by the sea. Thirty years ago,
through Mr. Sawyer’s efforts and donations, a library of
“goodly size and quality was established in connection
with the Gloucester Lyceum.”

This nucleus was nourished by its friends until 1871,
when it was made free, and its freedom sealed with a
$10,000 fund from Mr. Sawyer, and the directors of the
library in 1872 had its corporate title changed to the
“Sawyer Free Library,” and $5000 was added to the
fund, and $5000 more in 1874.

But the gencrous patron of the library has never been
satistied with its lack of a permanent home, and has
just succeeded in getting rid of the difficulty by the
purchase for $20,000 of the well-known Pew estate on
Dale avenue, on which is a historic building, erected in
1764, whose frame is as solid to-day as when it was
built. Happily each successive owner of the property
has improved it, and now it is to become a permanent
memorial of Mr. Sawyer’s munificence. The plan will
be to have the library on one side of the broad entrance,
and a reading-room on the other, and up stairs a gal-
lery for paintings, statuary, etc. Gloucester is to be
congratulated.
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CAPE ANN ADVERTISER.

Munificent gift from a son of old Gloucester.—Mr.
William A. Pew disposed of his house and land corner
of Middle street and Dale avenue yesterday, to Samuel
E. Sawyer, Esq., for $20,000. It is Mr. Sawyer’s in-
tention to carry out a long cherished wish of presenting
his native city with a suitable building for a Public Li-
brary. The above estate is admirably adapted for such
a purpose, being centrally located, and can be easily ar-
ranged for library purposes. We congratulate our cit-
izens upon the reception of such a munificent gift, and
take this opportunity of expressing our appreciation to
the liberal minded son of old Gloucester for this addi-
tional token of his thoughtfulness and generosity to-
ward the place of his birth.

———

EvENING TRANSCRIPT, JULY 2, 1884.

There are some few towns and cities in our Common-
wealth so fortunate as to possess among their citizens
one whose desire to benefit his native place is equalled
by his wise discrimination and ample fortune. Such a
city is Gloucester. Such a citizen is Mr. Samuel E.
Sawyer. Long would be the list of the henefactions
bestowed by him upon his native city, which has hon-
ored itself by bestowing his name upon one of its great
public schools. Mr. Sawyer’s most recent gift to Glou-
cester, that which shall carry his name down to poster-
ity, and which shall be gratefully cherished by genera-
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tions yet unborn, is that which was consummated on
Tuesday last, when he gave for a permanent home to
the Sawyer Free Library the fine old historic mansion,
in perhaps the finest location, on the finest street in the
city.

The day set apart for the dedication of the building
to its new use was simply perfect, and throngs of citi-
zens assembled to view the building, to walk in the
beautiful grounds, to examine and admire the tastefal
interior decorations, to look at the valuable art treasures
and to listen to the simple and appropriate services of
dedication. 'When Mr. Sawyer, in a brief but felicitous
address, presented the keys of the building to Hon.
John J. Babson, the president of the board of trustees,
and crowned his benefaction by presenting at the same
time an ample endowment fund, the grateful emotion of
his listeners was too deep for noisy applause. Mr. Bab-
son in his response gave a concise history of the inter-
esting old house in which the company was gathered,
and reviewed briefly the history of the library. Hon.
Charles P. Thompson followed in words eminently ap-
propriate to the occasion, and Mr. Benjamin H. Corliss
gave some pleasant reminiscences of the old Gloucester
Lyceum, which began in so humble a way the work
which has now grown to such grand proportions. He
alluded to the lecturers of those early days, Choate, the
two Everetts, Emerson and others, recalling the sub-
jects of the lectures, and adding that the lecturers
came for ten dollars and expenses. ¢ Lecturing in those
days,” said Mr. Corliss, “ was quite a different thing
from what it is now.” Interspersed through the exer-
cises was some most agreeable singing by a male
quartette.
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It would extend this brief notice to too great length
to speak of the attractions of the art rooms and of the
rooms 8o admirably fitted for the meetings of the La-
dies’ Charitable Association. The upper rooms are as
yet vacant, and it is hinted that the valuable and inter-
esting collection of specimens of the Scientific Associa-
tion may be located here, and it is by no means improb-
able, since Mr. Sawyer has taken a most generous in-
terest in this association, as indeed he does in all efforts
for progress and improvement. ‘

Visitors to Gloucester can understand and appre-
ciate Mr. Sawyer’s generosity best by visiting the beau-
tiful Sawyer Free Library. They will find the librari-
ans so courteous, and the collection of books so large
and fine, that who goes once will surely go again, and
they will understand why July 1, 1884, was a notable
day in Gloucester—a day to be long and gratefully re-
membered. Would that other cities might be as for-
tunate as this city by the sea! Would that there were
more men of fortune like Samuel E. Sawyer.

CoMMERCIAL BULLETIN, JULY 5, '84.

Mr. Samuel E: Sawyer’s gift of a free library and li-
brary building to the city of Gloucester was a noble act
and characteristic of the man. The Sawyer Free Li-
" brary is situated in a fine old historic mansion on one
of the finest streets in the city, and its beautiful
grounds, tastefully decorated interior and art treasures,
will render it an attractive as well as most useful insti-
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tution. Mr. Sawyer’s public spirit, shown in this gift
to hisnative place, as well as his wise discrimination in
the gift itself, is commendable and worthy of imitation.

GLoUCESTER DALY NEws, JuLy 2, 1884,

The magnificent gift to the city of Gloucester of the
Sawyer Free Library, by Samuel E. Sawyer, Esq., an
honored citizen, was dedicated yesterday afternoon with
appropriate exercises. This charming mansion present-
ed a fine appearance, being decorated in the National
bunting. In one of the front rooms was a large and el-
egantbasket of roses. The walls throughout were hung
with rare and costly oil paintings. One would almost
imagine they were in some noted art gallery.

The entire surroundings of this fine structure are of
an interesting and historical nature. There was a large
assemblage present at the library to witness the cere-
monies. John J. Babson, Esq., Chairman of the Board
of Trustees, made a short address, stating the nature of
the gift, after which Rev. J. S. Thomson invoked the
Divine blessing. A quartette, consisting of [A. A.
Spaulding, George K. Barnard, Fred S. Thompson, and
William H. Pomeroy, sang a selection. Then followed
addresses by. Messrs. Samuel E. Sawyer, John J. Bab-
son, Chas. P. Thompson and Ben. H. Corliss.

Care ANN BuLLETIN, JULY 9, 1884.

Messrs. Editors:—On my return from the interest-
ing dedicatory services of the Sawyer Free Library, I
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thought that some reminiscenses of this estate might in-
terest your readers. I have jotted them down, pre-
suming that anything concerning this famous locality
would now be interesting. I have endeavored to state
the various facts correctly, but may have erred in some
details. The mansion house, garden, and ropewalk,
- were my almost daily boyish resorts, and the remem-
brance of them is strongly impressed upon my mind.
~ This estate] after the death of the Hon. Thomas San-
ders, its builder, was sold to Capt. John Beach, for
£1050. The deed reads “house with four acres of land
including orchard and tillage land. Capt. Beach was
an enterprising ship master, and successful commander
of privateers in the Revolutionary War. He built, ad-
joining his residence, the famous Middle street ropewalk,
and operated it himself with varied success.

This made the third ropewalk in Gloucester, the
others being on Spring street and Western avenuec.
The Middle street ropewalk extended the entire dis-
tance from Middle street to the present Prospect, or as
it was called then, Back street, and was situated on the
present eastern boundaries of the church grounds.
“The Head House ” was flush on to Middle street, two
stories high, and for many years after the disuse of the
ropewalk, it was often used as the headquarters for the
political parties on election days, when bread and cheese
and strong potions of New England rum were freely of-
fered and as freely imbibed, as the elections were held
in the “old meeting house” close by. The ropewalk at
the northern boundary of the Parish lands, had a small
annex running west from the main building, which ran
nearly north and south. It seemed of interminable
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length to us boys, from Middle to Prospect street one
continuous building. The machinery remained in the
ropewalk for many years, and the building went gredu-
ally into decay and ruin. In the day-time it was a fa-
vorite resort for the neighborhood boys, but nothing
could tempt us to visit it at night. It was in dark
nights and at moonlight a most weird and ghostly place,
the ruinous roof fallen in in many places, the great
wheels with their skeleton frames, the reels and spools
and iron machinery, all rusty, decaying, made a sad
scene of desolation. “The scent of roses (or tar) still
lingered there” in the forsaken premises. Adjoining
it in the garden was the noted fish pond that we boys
sometimes believed had no bottom, and some spot near
by in the neighborhood was connected with a sad leg-
end of suicide.

The extensive garden of this estate was cultivated by
Dr. Ferson, and contained an orchard with some of' the -
finest and largest cherry trees to be found in the city.
Take it altogether the garden was a very attractive
place, and the fruit trees especial objects of envy for us
boys. Gradually the tooth of time preyed upon the old
ropewalk, and every winter’s gale brought some addi-
tional ruin to the forlorn old place; it roared through
those long lines of open windows, and howled as it sent
old shingles and boards whirling to the ground. Final-
ly two small sections on the Back street end were cut
off and made into small tenements, and one of them, we
think, is still standing near the old location. Tn one of
these tenements a sad event occurred, perhaps nearly
fifty years ago; Mr. Wim. Tucker a veteran constabls,
and the only one here for many years, one night com-
mitted suicide with his razor.
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Not a vestige can now be traced of the ropewalk or
its foundations, once such a prominent object, and with
the exception of one well known son, esteemed and
honored by all who know him, not one is left of the
family of that grand old man, who for so many years
occupied the mansion. I allude, of course, to the Hon.
‘William Ferson. W. B.

CArPE ANN BULLETIN, MARrcH 12, 1884.

Female Charitable Association.—With pleasure we
record a gift of $100 from the Arlington Street Church
of Boston to the fishermen’s widows and orphans of this
city, through this admirable organization. It must be
over fifty years since this society was formed. Proba-
bly no similar organization on the Cape has such a rec-
ord. Its management has always becn of the wisest
and the best. Steadily and persistently all that time its
stream of charity has flowed into hundreds of desolate
households.

Doubtless there are many in other places who would be
glad to bestow of their abundance on the needy widows
and orphans of the lost fishermen, could they know
what judicious almoners this society containe. We can
assure such, and we hope our generous brethren of the
press will aid in making it widely known, here arc
women whose natural aptitude for charitable work has
become so effective by long training and large experi-
ence, that anything may be entrusted with perfect con-
fidence to their disposal. The work of the society is all
done gratuitously and the officers receive no pay.
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, GLOUCESTER, JuLYy 9, 1884.
Ho~N. SamueL E. SAWYER:

Dear Sir:— Permit me, among your numerous
friends, to congratulate you upon the culmination of the
design which, for so many years, has been a leading
sentiment, amid your many kind and philanthropic pro-
jects. Knowing, as I do, the great interest cherished
by you for so many years, going back to the time when,
under your direction, I obtained the dimensions and
design of the public library of the City of Newton,
which was intended to be the character of your gift to
your native city, and realizing now, as then, that your
interest in our public schools was of no stinted charac-
ter, but based upon the broadest liberality; yet with the
keen foresight of a practical business life, you saw that
the teachings of the schools must of necessity be of a
routine nature and which by a broadening and widen-
ing influence would develop the highest form of useful
education, if the means and right influence were availa-
ble to supplement the schools.

The library was your conception of improvement to
- make the home and the hearthstone not only pleasant
and desirable, but instructive and liberal; from this
fountain would flow the sweet influences, valuable alike
. to youth and age, and it was the broad and catholic
spirit that conceived and held fast through long years,
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this conception of usefulness, that is now typified in the
institution that bears your name.

Citizenship, truly honorably borne, is virtue, even in
a negative sensc; but the citizenship that can anticipate
the highest development of its surroundings, can guide
with unerring hands the instinctive impulses born of a
wide comprehensiveness, and fitly crown them with
deeds like this, fears not to stand in the presence of
kings. Honored in its own personality it still addresses
itself to future generations and challenges its peers in
future imitative usefulness.

Thanking you as one who loves the name and fame
of his native home, I doubt not that your own conscious
satisfaction and the gratitude of the community will
ever abide with and bless you.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. J. Basson.

Dobce Crty, KAN., JuLy 16, 1884.

Dear Uncle:—Allow me to be one of the many who
congratulate you upon the consummation of the work
which has been so near to your heart for the years that
are passed. A friend sent me the Gloucester paper con-
taining the account of the opening of the library. I
read it with much interest, and take this, my first op-
portunity, to express my thanks for your very gener-
ous gift; for, although I may never be placed in the po-
sitionl to enjoy its advantages, I know that many others
will, who must and will appreciate it.

I have always taken a deep interest in the founding
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of libraries, but this one, bearing, as it does, the family
name, will ever be nearest to me in point of interest,
and I shall look forward to its growth from year to
year with greatest pleasure. We are eighty miles from
the post office which will account for the seeming tar-
diness of this letter. Again congratulating you, I am,
with highest regards,
Cordially yours,
‘WALTER 1. SAWYER.






SERMON.

Tue SAWYER FREE LIBRARY.

A Sermon preached in the First Parish Church, on
Sunday morning, June 28, 1884, by the pastor,
Rev. Jolhn 8. Thomson.

Text, He had in his hand a little book open.—Rev. x: 2.

Next Tuesday afternoon, the new and permancnt
home of the Sawyer Free Library will be dedicated;
and, as the dedication will be one of the most important
events in the history of the intellectual development of
our ancient town, I have deemed it proper that we
should devote this hour to a study of the uses and prom-
ises of the institution. The occasion will suggest many
thoughts to us, and it is our duty to convert these
thoughts into moral and religious lessons.

The purpose of a good book is to educate, or to
amuse, or to inspire, the reader. A good hook may
have any one, or all, of these three purposes. Our only
standard for judging a book is the question, Does it give
useful knowledge? or, Does it afford healthy amuse-
ment? or, ds it an inspiration to a good life? We may,
therefore, divide all good books into three classes. In
the first class, we have books on science, philosophy,
theology, art, industry, education, and history. These
books educate the intellect, and prepare the reader to
win success in some of the many avenues or depart-
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ments of thought and labor. The second class gives
us stories, novels, romances, plays, poetry. It trans=
ports usinto the glorious realms of the imagination, into

the company of Homer and Virgil, of Goethe, Schiller,
* and Zschokke, of Chaucer, Shakespeare, Scott, Dickens,
Irving, of Boileau, LaFontaine, and Racine. Books of
this class recreate, enlarge and embellish the mind. We
find, in the third class, those useful books which show
us how to appreciate and utilize our powers and oppor-
tunities. They make us dissatisfied with the ways of
selfishness and indifference, by causing to pass before
our eyes visions of our possibilities, and by pointing out
to us the destinies which we may create. They appeal
to conscience, purify the affections and passions, and
call the spirit into its native clime of devotion and wor-
ship. Like the little book in the angel’s hand, they are
bitter to our sins and selfishness, describing the native
ugliness of our low-born and destructive pleasures, and
letting us see the necessity and divinity of hard
duty; but, in the end, they make us ‘prophesy’ — live
true and brave lives that become living epistles, “known
and read of all men,” and that God himself “delighteth
to honor.” Biographies, works of fiction, legends of
virtue, are some of our best teachers.

Two things should never be found in a book—an
immoral influence and dryness. Immoral books are
not only those which make vice attractive and allure
their readers to sin and misery, but those also which
contain exaggerated and distorted views of life. The
book which is unteresting, which has no “living soul”
in it, which has not come from a warm heart, is useless,
no matter what its aim may be. Some of those who use
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books of a public library have very narrow and false
views of life, and astonishingly low literary and moral
tastes. They démand books that no public library
should have on its shelves; for one immoral book may
do much injury, not only in pandering to the depraved
tastes of the lower classes of readers, but in poisoning
the minds and in corrupting the hearts of the young in
respectable families. It would be better to have no
public library rather than to have one that would con-
tain a single bad book. The management of a public
library has, therefore, very weighty and solemn respon-
sibilities. It has to select books that are neither dry
nor immoral—books that will be read and that will do
the readers good. It must aim, also, to encourage and
create, in all possible ways, a public taste for reading
good books; and, in striving to create this taste, it
ought to have the co-operation of teachers, editors, and
all persons that are interested in the circulation of good
literature.

I am happy to be able to say truthfully, that the wise
and good men who have managed the Sawyer Free Li-
brary have discharged their duties faithfully and dili-
gently in this important matter. When we consider
how much time and thought and labor must be devoted
to the work of supplying readers with interesting and
useful books, when we realize what difficulties they have
to meet and overcome in following the high standard
which they have set up, we must feel that they deserve
the sincere thanks of our citizens, and the praise of ev-
ery good man and woman.

A public library is a branch of public education. The
public schools teach with the living voice; but the pub-
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lic library teaches silently with books. Although they
teach in different ways, yet they aim to do the same
kind of work—to enable all to labor successfully and to
enjoy rationally whatever success honest toil and earn-
est thought -may win. Since, then, the public school
and the public library have the same aims and are do-
ing the same work, why should they not also work to-
gether in mutual recognition and in well concerted co-
operation. The teacher with his living voice, and the
librarian with his book are brothers in education. Let
them recognize and realize this fact. Let them meet
together and consider the needs and capacities of the
young under their care in the school and in the library.
In this way, a great deal of aimless and useless reading
could be prevented, and much better habits of reading
could be formed, and higher literary tastes could be
created. If parents and teachers take little or no inter-
est in what the children read, and if the librarian simply
gives the books which are applied for, is it wonderful
that our children and young people, without guidance
and advice, acquire the miserable habits of reading
which we have to deplore? When we complain that
worthless and injurious books are demanded and read
by the young, let us at the same time ask ourselves if
we have adopted and followed any wise and practical
plan to prevent the evil. What are we doing to re-
move it? It is the duty of parents, teachers, and libra-
rians, to work together in teaching the young how to
read books wisely and profitably; and nothing is more
certain than that such a union would soon result in the
discovery of methods of success in this matter. "Why
should we not make a beginning now? Let the teach-
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ers of the High school consult with the superintendent
of the library and the librarians regarding the books
which the pupils should read to help them in their class-
work, or regarding the books which they might ‘read
with profit and pleasure. In Worcester, in this State,
in other cities of this country, and in Europe, attempts
have been made, by the co-operation of teachers and li-
brarians to improve the literary taste of the young, and
the results are encouraging. In order to carry out such
a plan, more help might be necessary in the library; but
if 8o, the required help will be obtained. Whenever we
take a Christian interest in the intellectual and moral
development of our young people, we shall learn soon
how to teach and influence them to read good books. -

In the munificent gift which Mr. Sawyer will for-
mally make next Tuesday, two things are to be con-
sidered especially. The first thing to be considered is
that the library is free to every inhabitant of the city.
The poor can use it as well as the rich. The members
of every church can borrow its books. Those who go
to no church have the privilege of reading any book it
contains. All nationalities in the city are welcome as
applicants for any of its volumes. Those who visit our
city are invited to avail themselves of the privileges
which the library extends to all. It is a temple of
knowledge, offering the use of its treasures to every
one, “without money and without price.” The angel of
the library has a book in his hand open, not shut by de-
mands for fees, or by distinctions of any kind; and he
asks but one question, “Are you willing to read good
books?” Nothing, perhaps, shows a greater contrast
between our times and past ages than the fact that ev-
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ery citizen of Gloucester has received, through the gen-
erosity of one man, a right to the free use of a large
library. Books used to be so expensive that only the
very rich could purchase a copy of the Bible; but now
any citizen of Gloucester can borrow whatever book
he wants, out of thousands of volumes, without having
to pay a single cent.

The second thing to be considered is that the library
is not only free but it is free forever. The home in
which it is now placed can never be used for any other
purpose. The present inhabitants of Gloucester will
all be gathered to their fathers in a few years; but the
library will remain here as a perpetual fountain of
knowledge, entertainment, and inspiration, for their sons
and daughters. Generation after generation will pass
away into the invisible world, and the face of things, as
we see them to-day, will be changed; but the angel of
the library will still stand here with an open book in
his hand for every reader.

This institution, which is to remain here forever, has
cost much money. Next Tuesday, when the donor will
convey to the trustees the keys of this spacious and
beautiful mansion and an endowment note for $20,000,
the library will have cost him $75,000. But this is not
all. We should remember that he has devoted his
thoughts and influence to the growth of the institution
for more than thirty years.

‘When you visit the library and realize that neither
money nor labor has been spared to fit the house for its
noble purpose, to make it comfortable and beautiful, you
will see the results of work that he has engaged in,
with his own hands as well as with his thoughts, for
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several weeks. We are to remember, also, that he has
had faithful and wise helpers in his plans and work,
men that have given their time and thoughts to the li-
brary for thirty years, that have loved this city always,
and that have taken a deep interest in every agency
that aims to develop its intellectual and moral forces.
These true friends of Gloucester have done whatever
they could to make the library useful and prosperous.
I mention this because truth and justice demand that I
should do so. 'We should appreciate the labors of ear-
nest souls in a good cause; of those who are struggling
to deepen and widen knowledge, and to strengthen and
purify public morality. I wish to emphasize the fact
that the library represents devotion and labor as well as
money, that it is a fine expression of Christianity.

In this city, as in all other cities, there are, doubtless,
some people that cannot appreciate self-sacrifice, gener-
osity, wise and useful gifts for the public good. We
should not expect to receive from such people what they
have not been trained to give; and their conduct should
not be permitted to shut our eyes to the fact that all
the good and wise people of our city appreciate the no-
ble gift, and that they are grateful for it. Even our
Master himself prayed and worked for the unthankful
and evil people of his day and country. We should not
let the ingratitude and the lack of appreciation which
some persons exhibit, prevent us from supporting insti-
tutions, established for the promotion of knowledge and
virtue.

The love of money is a good thing; for it makes a
man industrious, economical and provident. It creates
enterprises in every departmentof industry. A proper
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appreciation of money is essential to -prosperity and
happiness. It is no sin to like money. It is a duty as
well as a necessity to desire money and to work for it.
Money is a gift of Providence. If we work for it faith-
fully, honestly, and honorably, it becomes to us one of
the greatest powers for doing good. But, if it be got-
in a wrong way, it then becomes a curse to us. Inthe
New Testament, it is called “the unrighteous mam-
mon,” when it is gained dishonestly.

Although it is hard to earn honorably as much money
as we think we need, yet it is far harder to use it proper-
ly in helping others. Many men have a genius for mak-
ing money, but very few of them know how to use it
successfully in philanthropic work. When they begin
to be philanthropists, they enter a field in which their
habits of money-getting do not qualify them to gain
success. (enerally, they have been so much absorbed
in their business that they have had neither time nor
desire to form habits of giving; and, when their atten-
tion is called to this work, they show a lack of wise
sympathy, or they are very easily imposed upon, or they
become the victims of wild schemes. On this account,
nearly all the philanthropic institutions of the world are
managed by poor men. They succeed, because they
know the proper methods for using money to help the
needy, or to benefit the public.

When a man has more money than he and his family
can use, it is his duty to devote some of it to the im-
provement of the condition of mankind in his neigh-
borhood. His money is his talent. He is responsible
for the way in which he spends it. He should not put
it in anapkin, and bury it in the earth. He should
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make friends out of it, by using it conscientiously and
wisely in acts of Christian philanthropy. “Make to
yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness,”
says Jesus. If we feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
give shelter to the homeless, provide work for the needy
and industrious, put it in the power of young men and
women to receive an education that will qualify them to
make a living and do good in the world, we make
friends that will “receive us into everlasting habita-
tions.” In this way we can convert our money into
blessed friendships that will never forsake us. It is
said of some people that “they died and left their mon-
ey behind them.” How true is this of many! They
leave it all behind them. They take none of it with
them in the form of friendships that will receive them
into everlasting habitations. "When philanthropists like
Peabody, Cooper, and Howard rise into the larger con-
sciousness of the invisible world, they find out that they
have taken all their money with them, for they arc
known there and remembered here, on account of the
good uses to which they put their wealth, and the good
which they have done to others returns to them in
cternal joys.

Mr. Sawyer has learned this lesson well. Although
engaged for many years in a very large and pros-
perous business in Boston, yet as soon as he had money
to spare he remembered the destitute in his native city.
Forty years ago he began to make contributions to the
Female Charitable Association, an institution in this city,
and he has continued to do so ever since. And now
that institution of generous and useful charity is intro-
duced by him into two convenient and comfortable
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rooms, beautifully furnished, in the library building.
Surely, this is the right way to obey Jesus, when he
says: “Freely ye have received, freely give.”

It seems to be very hard for some rich men to exe-
cute their wills in their lifetime. It makes them misera-
ble to ask, or even to suggest to them, tospend some of
the money which they do not need, in doing good in
the community. Many ways of benefiting mankind may
be shown to them; but their conscience is not powerful
enough to make them generous and useful. Destitu-
tion and struggling genius and worth appeal to them
for help in vain. You may tell them that worthless
relatives are wishing for their death, so that they
may waste the hoarded treasure, that no one could
spend their money as wisely as themselves, that they
should learn to enjoy doing good, and that they are in-
juring their own souls by refusing to answer the calls
of God and humanity; but you cannot open the foun-
tains of love within them.

You may tell a man that he should plant trees around
his house and along the highway. You may show him
that the place is bare and that the rays of the summer
sun and the winds of winter make it hard for people to
live or walk there. He will say to you that there is an
item in his will providing for the planting of trees after
his death. You cannot make him see that it would be
better for him to plant them now and to have the pleas-
ure of watching them growing and to behold them do-
ing good with their beauty and shade. His god has
blinded his eyes. One of your neighbors planted trees
many years ago. They are now large and beautiful.
He sits beneath them in summer, and enjoys their shade -
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and hears the birds singing in their branches, and in
the evening looks up through the leaves at the moon
and stars, and feels the influences of the holy mysteries
of the night upon his soul. Or he sees with pleasure
the traveller with dusty feet resting upon a seat in the
shade of his majestic]trees. Is not this man a much
wiser and happier man than the other? He has learned
to do good and to enjoy the good he does in his earth-
ly life.

He is a wise and happy man who knows how to util-
ize his superfluous means for the benefit of others, while
he is living, and who does not leave it to others to exe-
cute his will after his death. He plants trees of life
along the highway of struggling humanity that give
fruit and shade to weary toilers. He provides seats for
the tired wayfarers and fountains of water for the thirs-
ty. Every one that comes near his home feelsthe in-
fluences of his wisdom and love. His love has made it
possible for him to receive the love of others.

Make channels for the streams of lové,
‘Where they may, broadly run;

And love has overflowing streams
To fill them every one.

But, if at any time we cease
Such channels to provide,

The very founts of love for us
‘Will soon be parched and dried.

For we must share, if we would keep
That blessing from above:

Ceasing to give, we cease to have,—
Such is the law of love.—R. C. Trench.
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Those who visited the new home of the library dur-
ing the last five or six weeks saw a man that was happy
in planning and working for others. It seemed to be
the greatest joy of his life to prepare that building for
the purpose for which he bought and designed it. He
has planted a tree of life and he is now sitting under-
nefith its branches and eating some of its fruit. He can
watch his noble work, blessing the community. Al-
ready the joys of doing good are flowing into his own
soul through this permanent channel which his wise and
useful generosity has made. His ¢ works praise him in
the gates,” and they will follow him through life and
into the eternal world. Let others “go and do
likewise.”

The donor of this excellent library had a dream forty
years ago. He dreamed in his thoughts that some day,
when he could afford it he would establish a free library
in his native place. That dream has followed him
through vicissitudes and trials ever since. It rose like
a vision in his hours of business; it haunted him when
he was visiting the conservatories of art and the grand
libraries of Europe, and it followed him back over the
waves of' the broad Atlantic, as a voice of God, plead-
ing for a library for the citizens of Gloucester. Next
Tuesday that dream will be fully interpreted to the
public, and it will be fulfilled in the largest and best gift
that this old city has ever received.

There is a lesson for us in this dream and its fulfill-
ment. If our young people would dream of making
some useful gift to the world, when fortune would ena-
ble them to do so, it might become to them a vision that
would not only save them from morbid selfishness but
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also cheer and inspire them in the duties and drudger-
ies of life. They would learn that “it is more blessed
to give than to receive.” It would not hinder them
from gaining success in life; but it would convert their
success into a blessing. The young man who starts
out in the world with the intention of doing some good
whenever he can, carries the word of God in his heart
and the lamp of heaven in his hand.

Mr. Sawyer’s ancestors have lived here for many gen-
crations. They came to Gloucester among the ecarly
settlers, and their ashes slumber in our graveyards. He
is the fifth generation to occupy the mansion in which
he now lives. (Gloucester is sacred to him. He loves
its grey rocks, its boulder-covered fields, its beautiful
seashore, its old roads, its quaint streets. He has scen
many wonderfully beautiful places in Europe and Aner-
ica, places that nature and man have made paradises;
but not one of them could charm him away from this
old town to which he is bound by ancestral ties as

“strong as love, and as enduring as life. After a suc-

cessful business career in Boston, whose worthy insti-
tutions receive his support and influence, he returned
several years ago to his ancestral home, to enjoy the
scenes in which his boyhood was spent. Let us rejoice
with him that his life has been spared, and that pros-

-perity has attended his efforts, so that he has been en-

abled to improve and beautify the home of his fathers,
which he loves so strongly, and to give such a munifi-
cent gift to his native city in which he takes such a
deep interest.

Spacious and beautiful as the house is, which is now
the home of the library, yet the large lot, which has the
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best situation in the city, does not seem to be fully util-
"ized; and this has made me dream a dream that I may
tell you, In my dream, I have seen a large brick struc-
ture of fine architectural proportions, with granite trim-
mings. I have seen in the same a hall, with many fine
pictures on its walls and with several noble statues on
every side, in which lectures upon art, science, and lit-
erature are given. I have seen a room, full of pictures
and photographs of old and notable citizens. I have
seen another room, containing the antiquities and curi-
osities of the city, under the care of the Gloucester An-
tiquarian Society, that is to be. I looked into another
room and I saw geological specimens, fishes, and birds,
of Cape Ann. I beheld in another some of the leading
papers and periodicals of Europe and America. I saw
the Female Charitable Association in a suite of rooms.
This was the second story. The first story contained
the books of the library. The third story, with all its
rooms, was devoted to pictures, statues, and astronomi-
cal instruments. I looked up at the imposing structure
from the outside, and saw Minerva, the Goddess of Wis-
dom, surmounting the temple of knowledge, over which
she must forever preside. That is my dream. May
you all live to see my dream fulfilled.

Our city will soon be much larger than it now is; but
it is not likely that it ever will be large enough to sup-
port all these departments in separate places. Ome
large building could contain them all. Let us hope that
our brother will live long enough and have prosperity
enough to justify him in building a home for the libra-
ry, whose solid walls and numerous large rooms will
adequately symbolize the perpetuity and munificence of
his present gift.
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Here in Gloucester, the Female Charitable Associa-
tion originated in the First Parish; and one of our
household of faith has now given to our city a free and
perpetual temple of knowledge. And it is worthy of
remark that the library and the Female Charitable As-
sociation now have their home next to our church. The
High School is next to the library. So here we have
together the Unitarian Church, the library, the Female
Charitable Association and the High School. Nothing
is more natural than that these four institutions should
be together and should grow and work together.

‘When husband and wife sympathize with one another
in their aims and plans to do good, when the one en-
courages the other to struggle on to actualize worthy
ideals, we see a realization of the divinest friendships
upon earth. 'What pleasure it must give two souls that
have been united and blessed in doing good, to look
back and see the happy results of their united efforts!
I thought of this a few weeks ago, when I witnessed the
wife signing the legal instrument which conveyed the
library property to trustees, for the perpetual use of the
library. She has helped and inspired her husband to
interpret and fulfill this divine dream of his life.

In one of the principal railway stations in London,
there is a large statue of Stephenson, the celebrated
engineer, representing him looking down upon the
crowds that pass in and out continually. There is an
interested expression upon his noble face. He seems to
contemplate the results of his work with pleasure, and
to live in the good which his brave life did for man.
In another part of the same city, in a leading thorough-
fare, is a fountain, the gift of Lord Holland, with the
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-statue of the donor behind it, seeming to watch with
delight those who stop and quench their thirst at the
fountain. There is that in his face which makes you
believe that he is glad and thankful that the spirit of
mercy guided him to erect the fountain. Perhaps the
money spent in that fountain affords him more joy than
all the other money he spent in other things. These
two statues are attempts of art to interpret to the public
the meaning of Jusus, when he said: ¢“Make friends
of the unrighteous mammon to receive you into ever-
lasting habitations.”

In these times, when so many families are suffering
from the depreciation of stock, when it seems that no
investments are safe in corporations of any kind, the
question, “How should I invest the powers of my life?”
suggests itself. Jesus answered the question thus:
“Learn how to use your talents. Love and save others.
Make investments in human souls. Do good till it be-
comes a pleasure. Then you will have treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust can corrupt, and
where thieves cannot break through and steal. If
you love any one purely and wisely, if you feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, teach the ignorant, strengthen
the weak, cheer the lonely and discouraged, you have
made investments that will never disappoint you. Your
prosperity is in the lives of those whom you love and
bless. You are rich in proportion to the gifts which
you have made. God gives his blessings continually to
man and beast. Imitate him. Give and grow rich in
love, in glad remembrances, in eternal friendships.
“When a man dies,” says an oriental sage, mortals ask,
what goods has he left behind him? but angels ask, what
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good deeds hast thou sent on before thee? The right-
cous will be held in everlasting remembrance.”
Give, though thy store be scant or full;
Scatter thy blessings wide -
On every outward going wave;
And each returning tide
May hear into thy life again,
Perchance a double meed;
The harvest heads shall glisten white
For every tiny seed;

,From thy full cup of blessing, give,
From thy best stores bestow,
Not the waste drops, nor scentless buds,
. That hedged ’mid thorns may grow.
Oh, every gift of God is free!
The sun, the dews at even,
The cooling wind, the fresh’ning shower,
In measure large, are given.

The river fills its channels vast,
And hurries to the sea,

Yet not one cooling drop is missed
By either you or me.

The fountain tide is ever full,
So purer for its flow,

In blessings thro’ the thirsty land
Its mighty waters go.

More blessed far to give than take —
This truth our hearts may know,
If *mid our own lot, grief or joy,
‘We heed another’s woe,
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And never from our stores shall miss
That which in pity given,

May save some fainting soul from sin,
And keep it pure for heaven.

So let us learn to value most,
The good that we can do,

Forever proving in our deeds
The holy precept true.

Nor mourn if light returns should come
From those we strive to aid;

But give and hope for nothing back,
As Christ the Master said.

—Labbie L. Hall.

Precious and priceless are the blessings which books

scatter around our daily paths.—Edwin P. Whipple.





















